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Editorial
Greetings Fellow Nikonians!
The Nikonians.org® community was founded upon
the assumption that there were many who would
share our passion for Nikon cameras and Nikkor
lenses, and that many would also share our values.
These values include the exchange of reliable information, knowledge sharing, learning, and inspiration
with an emphasis on friendliness and respect.
In a world where people are divided by borders, philosophical differences and conflicts it could be very
easy to lose sight of what we have in common.
Yet, as we celebrate our 8th Anniversary we are
touched by the active warm response of members
from 140 nations; members who now number above
120,000. This is a membership roster which we have
no doubt will continue to grow at an always increasing rate.
We continue to work for our members to have better services and to keep on adding features and
functionalities. Attentive focus in all our efforts will
always be based on the values and vision we had
eight years ago.
From the beginning we dedicated the community as
a humble tribute to:
•
The Nikon® brand that has given us and so
many others so much joy in photography
•
The pioneering efforts of all those anonymous engineers who have made, and continue to
make extraordinary advances possible within photography
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Editorial
•
The generous Nikon corporate loyalty to all users worldwide, clearly manifested through
the possibility to use nearly any
Nikkor® lens on any Nikon camera ever made.
Thanks to Nikon engineers who
have consistently delivered the
latest machines – such as the
magnificent D300 and D3 DSLRs
– we have once more put fire to
the passion for the brand that
has left us all in awe, with NAS
(Nikon Acquisition Syndrome) in
high gear.
Our self-imposed assignment of
turning more new photographers
into Nikon users is easier thanks
to them. ;)
We take this opportunity to thank
our members who have explicitly
made us know they share our
passion and values. We are in
your debt. Thank you.
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On our Cover: Two van-loads of ANPAT 5 Nikonians at the Crazy
Horse Monument in South Dakota, USA. Photo by J. Ramón Palacios
(jrp)- October 2005.

Photography
Just

made easy...

press

Play,

close your eyes
and go shooting with a pro...

Bo Stahlbrandt
and J. Ramón Palacios
Founders of Nikonians

On Location
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Membership levels
Nikonians offers several levels of membership. Of course there is a free, basic membership, but
we invite you to enjoy the fun and benefits of Silver, Gold and Platinum membership levels providing you with sell & buy opportunities, image upload, free shipping and more. Nikonians is a
not-for-profit community. All capital generated through our operations (The Nikonians Community, The PhotoProShop and The Nikonians Academy) are reinvested to sustain our growth. Each
membership counts and we take this opportunity to thank you for your support!
Bo Stahlbrandt and J. Ramón Palacios, Founders of Nikonians

Access our free forum areas. Learn, share
and participate in lively discussions Receive
our newsletters, podcasts and RSS feeds Receive our eZine THE NIKONIAN™ as PDF
Access our fast search portal NikoScope™

Everything in the Silver level
plus the Nikonians Photo ID, larger gallery,
rebates in selected workshops and more

Try the silver level for 25 days for free.
The trial membership is automatically converted to a full Silver Level Membership if not
cancelled within the trial period

Everything in the Gold level
plus free shipping in the Photo Pro Shop,
larger gallery, free access to events and
more

Personal photo gallery
Upload images, show images in forums
Access to the classifieds forums (sell & buy)
Access our Nikonians Photo Tours and Workshops. Participate in photo contests
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A membership starts as low as $25 USD
per year or less than 7 cents a day.
Join today at
www.nikonians.org/membership

HP Photosmart Pro B8850 Printer Review
HP’s new Pro Printer packs plenty of power at a budget price
Review by
Ernesto Santos
esantos
moderator
Nikonians Masters
Society Member
Member since
10-Nov-2002
5170 posts

The third act of Hewlett Packard’s venture into the archival photo
printer market is about to begin. On the heels of the hugely successful and innovative HP Photosmart Pro B9180 and the Z2100/
Z3100 large format professional series comes the HP Photosmart
Pro B8850 printer.
I recently received an advance unit direct from the HP factory
in Malaysia along with a tester’s packet of 30 sheets of 13x19
assorted papers including Advanced Glossy Photo paper, Professional Satin Photo paper, Artist Matte Canvas paper, and Hahnemühle Smooth Fine Art paper.

This new printer is based on the design of the B9180 and seems to be made from the same mold. The B8850
however differs in a few areas. The first noticeable difference is the absence of an LCD console on the printer.
In this model the console has been replaced with LED indicator lights.

New control center of the HP B8850
The second difference is the utilization of
software to operate many of the functions
of the printer that were handled with the
LCD and on-board buttons on the B9180.
The B8850 also lacks the built in Ethernet The new HP Photosmart Pro B8850
Port of the B9180. Lastly, this new model
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HP Photosmart Pro B8850 Printer Review
does not handle the thicker media that the B9180
can. The B8850 is limited to 0.7mm thick media
whereas the B9180 can handle card stock as thick
as 1.5mm.

is never any doubt by the user what the next step is
and how to complete it. Bravo HP!

The second difference is the utilization of software
to operate many of the functions of the printer that
were handled with the LCD and on-board buttons
on the B9180. The B8850 also lacks the built in Ethernet Port of the B9180. Lastly, this new model does
not handle the thicker media that the B9180 can. The
B8850 is limited to 0.7mm thick media whereas the
B9180 can handle card stock as thick as 1.5mm.

After the ink cartridges and print heads are installed
the printer will go through the initial calibration process. HP says that this takes up to 40 minutes to
complete. My test copy was calibrated and ready
in 26 minutes. To save time you can safely install
the printer software during the calibration process.
When the printer is finished calibrating and the software is installed you then connect the printer to your
PC through the USB 2.0 port and you are ready to
go.

At a retail cost of $549 (USD) this printer is aimed
at the amateur/enthusiast who is not interested in
the above stated features of the $700.00 B9180. All
other characteristics of the B8850 are equal to the
B9180; 8 color Vivera ink set, built in densitometer
and printer calibration, robust build, capacity for B+
13”x19” printing all the way down to 3.5”x5” snap
shots, and a self-maintenance system to prevent
print head clogging.

PRINTING AND PRINT QUALITY
Printing with the B8850 printer driver is much the
same process as with the B9180. The settings for
the driver are much the same. Where HP has made
improvements is in a few pop-up windows used to
communicate with the user. HP now has a small
window that shows up when you send the print to
the printer. This window gives you a graphical representation of the current ink levels (a la Epson).

SETUP
Once again HP has come up with what should be
the model for the industry with their outstanding installation routine. The process is literally foolproof.
The first step is to insert the installation CD into the
DVD/CD drive of your computer. Launch the Quick
Start Tutorial and simply follow the step by step instructions that are presented in Flash type animations. The great thing about these short animations
is that they even provide close up, zoomed views
of areas such as the ink cartridge housing on the
printer. HP has gone well beyond the call of duty to
ensure the installation goes smoothly. Frankly, there
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Ink level indicator
I also liked the way this new printer tells you that the
printer is ready when you use the Specialty Media
Tray to load paper. It is much improved over the way

HP Photosmart Pro B8850 Printer Review
B9180 handled this.

the default settings when navigating from tab to
tab in the driver dialog. I have not seen this issue
pop up with the B8850 and I have purposely jumped
from one tab to another and back again to see if this
would be a problem. So far I have not been able to
trigger this annoyance from the past driver.
One other well documented issue with the B9180
was that some users were experiencing prints cutting off and ejecting before they were complete.
This happened when printing B+ (13x19) size prints.
It seems that the B9180 driver had an issue with
spooling large size images over 70 megabytes. The
workaround was to keep these images under this
size by reducing the pixels per inch (ppi) and reducing the image to 8-bit color if it was originally in
16-bit. Well, I am glad to report that when I tested
the B8850 I intentionally sent large 13x19 full 16-bit
color files at 300ppi to the printer. These files sometimes exceeded 120 megabytes and they all printed
to completion. I think HP has resolved this issue.

Ready to print!
I have also noticed that when you select your settings in the printer driver they now “stick”. I found
that the B9180 would occasionally revert back to
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Of all the things to like about this printer the best is
yet to come when you see the first print come out of
the feeder. I am here to tell you that with the papers
I was provided I can easily say that the print quality
is equal and in some of my test prints even exceeds
the print quality of the B9180. The richness of color
and the detail is outstanding. I printed a shot I took
of a bison licking his back and even though this shot
was cropped to about 75% of the original I can see
the individual hairs on his coat. This printer can resolve detail like I have yet to see from a desktop
model. It easily compares with my Epson professional printer.

HP Photosmart Pro B8850 Printer Review
Printing black and white images is
also a rewarding experience with
this printer. I used the Hahnemüle
paper for a print of an image of the
raised mausoleums in the New Orleans cemeteries. The contrast of the
crosses reflecting the bright sunlight
and the granite monuments were
faithfully represented in the final
print. The slight texture of the Hahnemüle paper adds a wonderful feel
to the print.
<<< Tetons bison
Raised mausoleums of New Orleans
(below left)

For a look
at the
history
of our
community
Read:
Nikonians:
The Genesis
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HP Photosmart Pro B8850 Printer Review
I then printed for the first time on HP Artist
Matte Canvas and was equally impressed. I
have printed on other canvas media before
and it can be a challenge. I only printed one
image on this media and on the first try I got
fantastic level of detail, contrast, and sharpness; quite an achievement for a $500 enthusiast’s printer.
Canvas print of Oak Alley Southern Plantation 					
>>>

LISTEN!
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HP Photosmart Pro B8850 Printer Review
SUMMARY
HP has taken an excellent professional level printer with top quality output in the B9180 and modified it to make it accessible for the
photo printing enthusiast who does
not have the need for Ethernet connectivity and printer control through
an on-board readout. Based on my
tests I would even venture to guess
that HP has apparently tweaked the
print engine to improve on the excellent print quality already established. You get a lot of printer for
under $600, making it easier for a
much larger audience to produce
gallery quality prints. With Epson
also introducing lower priced top
quality printers into the market HP
will be facing stiff competition. From
the looks of this model they should
do very well in this market segment.
Look for the HP B8850 to hit the
shelves this spring.

eZine - Special Edition | 10

A collection of test prints and the HP B8850

We on the Team
Editor’s note: This special edition of the Nikonians eZine celebrates the 8th Anniversary of the Community. Our
founders, Bo Stahlbrandt (bgs) and J. Ramón Palacios (jrp), asked members of the Team to share some background
– from both volunteers and staff, and the following material comes from all parts of the globe.

Bo Stahlbrandt (bgs)
Ramón (jrp) and I started Nikonians back in April 2000 and what
was in the beginning small forum, turned into what Nikonians is today. We had a tough time back in end of 2003 where the costs way
exceeded the revenue of memberships (we had only membership
revenue back then) so we decided to start the PhotoProShop.com,
which we launched in January 2004 and that helped to secure the
community’s growth.
I am living in Bratislava, Slovakia nowadays but I grew up in Sweden.
I’ve been living on European continent for the past 20 years.

J. Ramón Palacios (jrp)
Eight years have gone by, and very fast, since my partner and dear
friend Bo (bgs) and I started this community with just ourselves as the
two first members.
As we celebrate the 8th anniversary of Nikonians we have over
120,000 members; powerful state-of-the-art servers and added features and services with a great team behind them.
We do believe the most important feature of our community is its
friendly spirit where members help each other and friendships get
cemented (often for life). We do hope you enjoy and appreciate that
regardless of the functionalities and benefits - which we will continue
to add- we appreciate the contributions of the Silver, Gold and Platinum members that help all of this happen.
J. Ramón Palacios
and grand-daughter Mariana
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As an avid photographer since puberty and Nikon user for over 45
years, born in Mexico, I now have five grandchildren and commute
between Mexico and the USA, fully dedicated to the community.

We on the Team
Anthony Manansala (avm247)
Eight years and running strong! Wow, time flies when you’re having fun! I guess
you could say that I’m one of the old timers here, I remember posting a question on
another photography board a question and receiving two very sarcastic and not very
helpful replies. A little while later, I received an invitation email from Bo and JRP.
That was back on 3 May 2000. It was about the same time as the birth of my son –
that’s why I remember it so well - and I saved the email. I’ve been here ever since.
Bo and JRP promised to make this a friendly place to learn and exchange ideas and
they have been true to their word. Nikonians is a friendly resource: a great place to
hang out and spend some time.
I remember so many members, some still here, some lurking and some who I’ve
lost contact with. I remember Merlin (Mike Graham) and his thread about the two
insects running around in an old MF Nikon EM...and the member suggestions to
extricate them from their home - that thread has me in stitches every time I read
it! I remember F5fstop (Doug Dever) and his misadventure with an F5 and the rear
wheel of his Corvette (at least there was a woman involved. I learned so much from f8bthere (Al Smith) I don’t know
where to begin. I learned about the Markins ball head from BJ Nicholls and promised myself that I would one day have
one (I do now after a few years).
At the time I was newbie (still am, as far as I’m concerned). I asked a few questions and always got the help I needed
from posting images to linking images to resizing...patience is a virtue and I’m sure I’ve tested the patience of a few
members with my questions. Eventually the light bulb turned on and I got it! To those members who have been there,
and there are many, a hearty THANK YOU!
This community means a lot to me. I try and give back to the community from being a supporting member to being
a moderator. My personal photography journey has been immensely rewarding thanks to Nikonians. From meeting
several northern California/Sacramento Nikonians to answer a question and receiving a personal thank you from a
member, the time I spend here has been rewarding. Nikonians, however, is more than just an online forum. It’s more
than just a community. It’s a family. I find that I care about the members that I meet here, from births, to weddings to
the passing of friends, to helping out fellow members in a time of difficulty. Nikonians are a great group of people.
Bo and Ramón: Congratulations and Thank You! Here’s to you both and here’s to Nikonians! Thanks to all the persons
who keep this site running behind the scenes and to all the members who make this a special place!
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We on the Team
Owen Richards (racepics)
Lynne and I are full time RV’ers in Texas, USA at this time. We do not
move much as she is working on a Master in Fine Art and Photography at
UNT and we also have a daughter there and we are staying close until her
senior year.

Lynne and Owen Richards (racepics)

Many years ago, during a science project in 8th grade, I saw a print developed. What a thrill. I have been hooked ever since. I used the old box
cameras, 127, 620, 820 and what have you. In 1962 in Japan (USMC) I
bought a Nikon F then a meter then FTN and so on. I went 6x6 for a many
years and 4x5 until 1975 when I started chasing race cars around the USA.
I stayed with Nikon since I had lenses that would fit and still have an old
300mm manual that is so sharp, but so heavy.

The following years included shooting auto racing, weddings and school sports because I tried to keep busy. Now
Lynne is being published more than I so I sit back and watch her enjoy what she is doing. Much work is done in “Studio
in a Box”. When the digital took hold the D1 was in Europe and not many here so I went with the Kodak 330. (what a
tank). Then I found the Nikon D70’s and they have been a real workhorse for years. So many clicks but they keep going. Lynne now has a D300 which she really loves. Wish we could get her a D3 (maybe when that big job comes in).
Many thanks to Bo and JRP and the rest of the team for such a GREAT site.

Rick Paul (rickpaul)
I found Nikonians.org after the purchase of my Nikon F6 in the summer of 2005.
Since then, my photography has grown more than in all the preceding years, thanks
to Nikonians. In 2007, JRP invited me to help by taking on the coordination of the
Nikonians ID badges. A job I gladly accepted, and still enjoy since it helps me to get
to know more of the community a little better.
Recently, I took a big step by striking out as a part-time pro. This is something I never
could have done without the help of the Nikonians community!
Rick Paul (rickpaul) and daughter Lauren
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We on the Team
David Good (DWGimages)
Once upon a time, there was a boy named Dave. He lived in the mystical
world of Sacramento, California, USA and was happy. Then one day, a big
bad man (it could have been several naughty small guys too) broke into
his castle and stole all of his Pentax camera gear. Dave was sad. His wife
too as her beloved DVD player and Sega Genesis video game were also
stolen. There were many tears all around.
One day Dave’s Fairy Godbuddy and coworker, Anthony (avm247)
helped him with the tough decision...Canon or Nikon? The Godbuddy
was very helpful and was not the least bit biased regarding which brand
he suggested. He basically gave valuable information about both brands
and told Dave “buy what best works for you”.
Before making a decision, Dave’s Fairy Godbuddy showed him a wonderful land where Dave would be able to get all the help he would possibly
David Good and son Ryan
need now that he was starting over with an entirely new system and
would certainly have all sorts of questions. Nikonians was brought up on the Fairy Godbuddy’s CRT Crystal Ball Monitor and Dave was impressed. Dave then looked for the same for Canon and at the time (2003) there was nothing equal
to that of the bountiful world of Nikonians.
Knowing the he’d need as much help as he could get, and the way with which his Fairy Godbuddy helped him (realizing only then that Anthony was already associated with Nikonians), Dave entered the world of Nikon and joined the
merry band of users in the land of Nikonians. Not very long after, realizing all the information that he had acquired in
such a short time, Dave answered the call from the two Kings of Nikonians (Bo and JRP) and volunteered to become a
Nikonian Knight of the Moderator Table. There was much rejoicing. Then Dave posted his first comment in the Mod’s
Lounge and everyone began to wonder, “what have we done?” But by then, it was too late. Both Dave and Anthony
soon began to cause mischief (but in a GOOD way) and had the other moderator Knights laughing, crying and plain
ol’ shaking their heads. But all was GOOD. At the time, they needed court jesters as much as they needed Moderators.
It was hectic in the early years for the Nikonian Knights of the Moderator Table.
Now - just over 4 years later, Dave has had the pleasure of not only learning from the best but helping other folks learn
about Nikon equipment and photography in general. It has been quite rewarding, but not without its drawbacks. For
now, Dave speaks in the third person about himself and is seemingly lost in a fantasy world where every lens is black
and every camera has NIKON embossed on it.

eZine - Special Edition | 14

We on the Team
Michael Benveniste (benveniste)
Hello y’all! My name is Michael Benveniste (although around here I normally go by Mike). I
started in photography when I learned that lenses didn’t break as easily from the back. If I was
behind the camera, it meant I didn’t have to be in front of one. I chose Nikon as my brand for
the best of reasons -- at the time, that’s what my girlfriend used. I started with an FM and a
50mm f/1.8. It’s now over 20 years later. The girlfriend has long since moved on and the FM
developed a flaky meter, but that 50mm is still with me.
Sometime next year will be the 40th anniversary of my first published photograph. It was
for my 6th-grade yearbook, and was a head-and-shoulders portrait of my teacher blowing a
whistle to try to calm the class down. That shot was taken with a Kodak Brownie Starmite II on 127 film. The first
Nikon camera I used may not have been a real Nikon at all -- my father had a Nikkorex Auto 35 which I got to shoot
perhaps 6 times. Since I was third in line behind my father and brother, usually I got to use either an Argus C3 or a
super-8 movie camera. I started in photography when I learned that lenses didn’t break as easily from the back. If I
was behind the camera, it meant I didn’t have to be in front of one. Since I’ve been participating in on-line forums
for even longer, my participation in Nikonians seemed almost inevitable. The call to duty as a moderator came as a bit
of a surprise, though. While reading these forums, I’ve seen beginners “go pro” and professionals rediscover the joy
of casual shooting. I’ve answered questions (at least sometimes correctly), had my own assumptions challenged, and
learned from beginners and experts alike.

Brian Tilley (briantilley)
About 5 years ago, I made the move from Minolta equipment, which I had used
for 30 years, to Nikon. Finding the Nikonians community was a big factor in
persuading me to switch. It seemed to be such a helpful and friendly place, and
I immediately felt part of an extended family. After I retired from my “day job”
in late 2003, I was looking for things to occupy my new-found spare time and
when I was asked to join the Moderator Team. I was very pleased to accept.
Since then, I’ve tried to return that same hospitality and advice that I received.
Soon, I’ll be cutting back a little on the forums I help moderate to give me more
time to spend writing what we’re hoping will be a series of regular articles with
ideas and tips to help members enjoy their everyday photography.
Although originally from Wales, I’ve lived in England for the last 40 years, first in London, then near Manchester before retiring to Devon down in the south-west. The photo of me shows me enjoying one of my other pursuits, at the
local Real Ale Festival. It was, of course, taken with a Nikon Coolpix.
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We on the Team
James Pisarz (James23p)
Four years ago I happened on this site while looking for N/F80 reviews. The insight I received just lurking and reading George Barron’s(N80) post in the N80
forum helped me choose this wonderful camera and join Nikonians.
Over time I ventured into the MF forum since I had an EM and was thinking
of a FM10, the characters in that forum just cemented my love of this site. Yes
the “Prongsters” as we sometimes go by can be a different breed--- but it was
so much fun. Then the day came I finally bought my dream camera--- NO not
a D2X or D something it was an FM3a!! That’s when I met one of the most
outstanding Nikonians--- Andy, better known as aplOO7 by the Finger Lakes.
He taught me, and had the patience to show me over the net how much fun
my FM3a was and he encouraged all the MF newbies and veterans to make
the most of their cameras.
The post I remember Andy by the most was my excitement on getting my
FM3a and I went right out and took pictures. He always encouraged us to take
pictures right away, and not to be afraid to show our excitement. Sadly, Andy has since passed but the number of
people he touched was amazing and showed me how close this site is despite its size. I then upgraded my membership
and decided to become more a part of this site and pass on what Andy had taught me about photography and friendship even though I had never meet him in person. Over time I decided to ask if they needed help and JRP extended
an invitation to help Moderate the forums I visit the most(D80, D40/50/60 and my loved MF Forum). I was honored
and hope I can continue to help make this site the best on the net!
For me, photography is a joy and a passion that you can do for a long time and the greatness of it is to share and preserve time for future generations to enjoy. I may never have an award winning photo. I may never become proficient
at post processing. But as long as I learn something new every year and produce photos my family and friends enjoy
this makes all the effort worth it!
I also have another love and that is the U.S. Navy. My Nikon’s got to travel all over the world courtesy of the U.S.
Navy. My most travelled is my Nikon EM with four shipboard sea tours, two tours with the Marines and one expedition to the Arctic Circle (well, in Norway --but hey, we were above the Arctic Circle)!
As a last note: I want to thank the membership for all the help they provide and most of all JRP and Bo for the blood,
sweat and tears they pour into this site everyday!
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We on the Team
Zita Margit Kemeny (zkemeny)
My name did not appear too much in posts till now because I am in the
“back-office”’ and do my best to fulfill your software requirements.
Last year was a “heavy” year in the Discussions Forums because of upgrading of software/ and servers and the fast growth of Community.
Thanks to your help we were able to upgrade technically our Forums and
Galleries. The moments when the Gallery and Discussion Forums were
launched on the new server are one of the most beautiful moments in my
life.
I was born in Romania (more exactly Transylvania) in a multi-national family. My father is an enthusiastic hobby photographer from which I inherit
the love to photography. My best models are my dear children: Robert
and Sabrina. Knowing my passion my husband encouraged me to switch
to digital cameras.
JRP and Bo helped me to decide on the new Nikon D60. My son told me that D60 is more fascinating as a computer
game (and he loves computer games). That is a nice compliment for the camera. :-) Nikonians has offered me the
huge chance to be a Nikonian. I am grateful for that and I wish to the 8th Anniversary all the best to Nikonians Community.

Kristina Nessl (medulienka)
I am working with our software development out of Slovakia and I am also on the staff that is producing our
quarterly eZine, the Nikonian, together with flashdeadline and jrp, where I am creating the final “product”. I
am shooting mainly landscape and food with my Nikon
D50.
I feel proud and very privileged to be part of this great
team, and I’d like to thank you all for your support.
Kristina Nessl (medulienka)
with J. Ramón Palacios (jrp) at Photokina 2006
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We on the Team
Skip Higgins (Raskal)
Just another old time Nikon hack here ... Skip Higgins is the name going, by “Raskal” within Nikonians. The name RASKAL came from an
on-line kayaking newsletter I used to publish in the Great Lakes area
and stood for “Racine Area Sea Kayakers Association - newsLetter”
which was (obviously), the “Raskal”.
I purchased my first Nikon, an F, when I was passing through a hospital in Japan whilst in service with the USMC. Some of the older lenses
are still working well with me on my present D2x and hopefully soon,
a D300. After my return to civilian life, I worked with and retired
from a large mid-western municipal police agency wherein one of my
assignments included crime scene and forensic photography. When I
retired, I maintained and added to my camera gear in order to work
Skip Higgins (Raskal) and Marge
for and with some friendly East Coast magazines, advertising agencies
and (my favorite) animal parks and zoos. My wife (she is a brush & paint artist in her own right), our used dog “Jazz”
and I are happily without a land attached home at present and are floating about North America in a large camper
trailer. Currently we’re on the East Coast of Florida and have been here for the winter. Soon we’ll be leaving to return
to the Black Hills of South Dakota for summer and then south-central Arizona for next winter. If you’re in or near one
of our scheduled stops, by all means email or PM me. Nothing I’d like better than to meet and swap photo locations,
stories and images with fellow Nikonians!

Jim Troxell (FFN)
Having just recently retired from law practice and as Chief Legal Counsel for Nikonians, I
plan to spend more time with photography. It all started with a Kodak Hawkeye, progressing to a Nikkorex, Nikkormat, FTN, F3, 8008s, N90s, F4, D70, D2X, D200, D2Hs and now
the D300. My wife (username FFN2) shares the D300 interest with her own.
Imagine what it would have been like to have Nikonians in film days. Back then, you had
to guess, experiment or ask a pro about times, temperatures, agitation, dodging, burning,
enlarger lenses, etc. It seems that with digital there are far more complexities and choices.
This is such a valuable resource for anyone who enjoys photography and making good images. Going forward, I look forward to helping out at Nikonians in a variety of roles and
working with the members and team.
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We on the Team
Jürgen Plessing (Joschi)
I am on staff at Nikonians, and I am responsible for the efficient
running of the PhotoProShop. Before I started at Nikonians I
worked for three years as a freelancer with aerial photography,
trying to get the best out of a Nikon D100 (now D200) and analog cameras like a Linhof 617 (Panorama), an Aerotechnica 45
(big-format) and a Pentax 67 II (medium format).
I know how it feels to wait for an answer from customer support
or waiting for a reply to a request. That’s why I appreciate the
instant help of this community, serving photographers all over
the world. I love the “international” flavor, working with customers and beside that I like the products. With a world full of
so many skilled photographers at Nikonians sharing their advice
in landscape and wildlife photography, I am happy to see many
have taken the time to share their techniques to help me capture
images of the wonders of the world to be found all around us.
This brings a true appreciation for the ability of art to portray the
power of Creation.
Dear Nikonians, let’s keep on rolling: Share, Learn and Inspire.

Gerold Brinkema (Asgard)
I found Nikonians in April 2004. Because of the friendly environment I decided to sign
up as a silver member. A few months later I was invited to become a Moderator. I
moderate a few forums and helping out at the help-desk.
I’m from East Frisia, a coastal region in the northwest of Germany and we are well
known for our consumption of tea and tea culture.
I’m still on film (F100 and F6) but I think I will switch to digital within the next few
month. Oh, before someone asks, my Username has nothing to do with the fictional
alien race from Stargate SG-1. It is one of my real first-names.
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Peter Misak (mouser)
I am one of the guys supporting the Nikonians community
from Bratislava, Slovakia, although I originally come from Uhrovec, which is a village that produced some very important
people of Slovak history, one of them is known even worldvide.
I have been working on some of the web applications Nikonians are using every day for more than one year as a software
engineer. These applications include NikoScope and the Nikonians Academy. During that time I have learned that being a
Nikonian is really something I can be proud of, thanks to its
founders and members.
I am a big fan of music, computing and interactive arts. I have
always been also a fan of photography shooting mainly landscape and Nikonians community helped me to see also the
great passion people can have for it. It has been an exciting journey till now and this is the right chance to thank you
all for your support and feedback on our products that, in the end, are intended to be useful for you.

Olaf Brueck (obrueck)
I have been working at Nikonians since April 2007 and did a jumpstart with helping
Bo to set up the new cluster. Besides monitoring the cluster and our other servers,
I try to help Zita and our other back office staff.
My best wishes for the 8th anniversary of Nikonians.
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Steve Johnson (reuben)
I toyed with photography back in the late 70s. I started with a
Canon AE1-P and a variable aperture zoom - probably a 75-300.
I jumped in the deep end of the pool - I started out taking indoor
sports pictures of world class athletes. Amazingly enough, I had
some success. I pushed my film at least one stop.
A subsequent technical education (lots of math and physics) led
me to a better understanding of things like aperture, Snell’s law,
and related topics.
In 2001 my camera gear was stolen. I didn’t know a lot about
equipment, but I decided to switch to Nikon - I was familiar with
the work of a couple of world class sports photographers, and they
both used the F5 - probably the definitive photojournalism/sports
camera of its era, and still a superb piece of equipment. Being
nothing close to a world class photographer, I opted for the N80,
variable aperture 70-300 D (before VR), and a shorter lens which
I think was the 24-85 f/2.8-4. The best local photo store agreed
with my choices.
In about 2002 I began taking photography a bit more seriously as my youngest daughter began playing sports in high
school. By the time her team won the state championship in 2004 I was fairly adept at low light action photography,
and had upgraded to a D2H and 70-200 f/2.8 VR. I had also become more serious about macro photography and
other photographic realms. Somewhere in the 2002-2004 time period I found Nikonians while searching for some
equipment information. It was immediately clear that Nikonians was a shining example of what the INTERNET/web
SHOULD be. But, being a skeptic, I only took out a free membership. A few months later, having verified that the
information I had received for free was quite valuable (far more than a mere $25 USD), I signed up as a Silver member.
A year later when my membership became due I upgraded to Gold. I naturally gravitated to the Sports forum. I had
noticed that the moderators were on the road a lot, and not always able to help other members. So I volunteered to be
a moderator. Not only was I accepted, but I was assigned a few other forums as well. (Be careful what you ask for!).
I’ve been on the INTERNET since, well... before it was the INTERNET. When it was ARPANET. I used punch cards and
green CRTs. I know trash when I see it, and I know the rare gem when I find it. Nikonians is a gem. Photo courtesy
of one of my vanmates on ANPAT 7, 2007. Yellowstone National Park at West Thumb.
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Bohuslav Krivosik (bohuslav)
I am working as a software engineer for enprovia which has emerged
from the in-house needs of the Nikonians community. I am very
happy that Bo brought the ideals and spirit of the Nikonians community to the enprovia team (and actually we are and we feel as part
of the community).
We engineered the NikoScope search engine and Nikonians Academy site here at enprovia for the community. I, together with Peter
Misak, worked on the NikoScope search engine. Actually we are still
improving it so we are thankful for every feedback.
I own a Nikon Coolpix which I use mainly for taking photo of my
family: my dear wife and two beautiful sons (two and three years
old). My sons already show interests in photography and already
tried to take some photo by themselves - when I did not watch of
course . We live in small village Alzbetin Dvor which is near Bratislava (capital of Slovakia). I wish the best to the
Nikonians community for many years to come.

Katarina Mintalova (kaatarinna)
Hi guys,
My name is Katarina and I’m helping out with Ad-Sales out of Bratislava,
Slovakia. I am looking for potential sponsors and advertising customers in
the US as well as in Europe.
I would like to thank Bo for giving me the possibility to take part in the
Nikon Expo in London and Cologne. It has been a great experience and
I even got to know some of our members in person. Thank you for your
help dear volunteers and a special hello to Albert.
I hope to meet you dear Nikonians at Photokina 2008!
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Robert Migliaccio (rmigliaccio)
Professionally, I have practiced law for over 25 years and am a partner in
a mid-sized law firm in Providence, RI (USA). I have had photography as
a hobby, however, for nearly 45 years, and Nikon has been my camera of
choice since the early ‘70’s when, as a teenager, I bought my first “new”
camera – a Nikon F. That venerable camera served me well into the ‘80’s
at which time I purchased a Nikon 8008. Almost 20 years later, I decided I
would convert to digital imaging.
My introduction to Nikonians came in 2004 as I was researching Nikon
digital SLRs. After searching dozens of websites high and low for information (not only for cameras, but also to learn about the digital process as
well), I kept ending up here; and it is no surprise – where else can you:
peruse a site devoted solely to the camera system you love; have questions
answered quickly and in a polite and friendly tone; have opportunities to
meet fellow Nikonians and enhance your photographic capabilities in the
process; and all the while, learn more than you could ever have imagined
about your hobby (or for you pros – your profession)? I think a few weeks had passed before I willingly became a
paying member. Indeed, it was a small price to pay for such a wealth of information.
I ended up purchasing a D2H, later moving to a D2X, and now am drooling for a D3. While the same principles apply
behind the camera, moving from the wet darkroom to behind the computer has been an exciting and never-ending
challenge. A day does not go by where I do not learn something new - and Nikonians is largely responsible for that
learning. My dad, who introduced me to the art, and my three daughters who have taken photography up as a hobby
(in varying degrees) are also members of Nikonians. My oldest daughter is taking an introductory darkroom class in
college and loves it. All three have digital cameras and are slowly moving from the “snapshot” mentality to taking on
a more focused (no pun intended) approach to composing and processing images. Nikonians is paving the way for
them in that process as well.
A little over two years ago, I was offered an opportunity to become a member of the Team here at Nikonians. Aside
from being floored by the honor of being asked to serve, I saw the very real opportunity to give something back to
the site that has given me so much. Indeed, I am honored, and consider it a privilege, to be a member of the Team.
Come visit the Online Assignments Forum and participate in the monthly assignments - the best image gets the honor
of placement in the Monthly Challenge Winners Gallery.

eZine - Special Edition | 23

We on the Team
Neil Rothschild (nrothschild)
After cutting my teeth with the OM system for 10 years, I went Nikon
when the N8008 was introduced about 20 years ago now. Mainly because
I always wanted to own a Nikon! In 2004 I went digital with the D70, soon
followed by a D2H and D200, along with a large bag of lenses, including
a 300/2.8 and 500/4 Ai-P. The instant feedback of digital gave me the
confidence to acquire gear above my former entry level lenses and helped
to raise my skills to new levels. I never looked back.
My primary interests are wildlife, but I shoot many other subjects, from
landscapes to macro to jousting tournaments. I am a long time amateur
astronomer and dabble in astrophotography. That and my wildlife work
lead me to intensely study the issues surrounding adequate support, especially at extreme focal lengths. I recently became moderator of the Tripod
and Support Forum. I was very grateful for the opportunity to join the
Nikonians team! My next goal is to attend at least one Anpat.
My day job is software development and support of mission critical client-server business applications. As a result of a
thread in the Travel and Meets forum, this past winter I met a number of Nikonians at Conowingo Dam in Maryland. I
very much enjoyed meeting many people I have “known” here for some time. It’s great to put faces to people and to
share a common obsession- in this case shooting Bald Eagles! This is a wonderful virtual community where friendships
can develop and result in “real” face to face friendships too! We all have much in common.

Tom Hoey (tfhoey)
Hello Everybody. I have been having fun with photography since I was a child.
My first camera was a Brownie. When I was finally able to afford a Nikon, I
went looking for a web site to learn more about the camera and photography in
general. That was when I found Nikonians. If my memory serves me right it was
in 2002. I have been here ever since.
I am currently a Moderator in several forums and I help out on the Helpdesk

eZine - Special Edition | 24

We on the Team
Rob Cruse (anitasm)
Hi Folks, What a story Nikonians has turned out to be.
I joined around 2001 and became part of the moderator team a little later.
Nikonians always stood out as a civilized, friendly, encouraging place to
be, and it has been an honour as a moderator to maintain and develop
that spirit.
The arrival of kids got me hooked on photography about 2000, and film
and then digital Nikons followed. Although my “day job” is as the partowner of a management consultancy come software development house
in Melbourne, the guidance from other members at Nikonians has contributed to the development of a thriving stock and editorial photography
business on the side. This includes a range of photo editors from local publishers for whom I shoot to order, as well as contributing to istockhphoto.
com.

Rob Cruse (anitasm) and children

I wonder what the next 8 years will bring for Nikonians? It would be a
brave person to try to guess where we will be in 2016 after what the last
8 years produced. Cheers.

Branislav Grebeci (grebe)
Hello everyone, I have been a member of the enprovia team in Bratislava, Slovakia since December 2006. I’ve been working mostly as a software engineer
for the Nikonians Academy. I had a great time with all Nikonians team members
and I’d like to thank Bo for the opportunity to join the team. A few months ago,
I’ve bought a Nikon D80 and I’m very happy with the camera. I’m also planning
to extend my photo gear and Nikonians community provides a good place to
search for suggestions like what to buy next and how to make better pictures
with Nikon cameras and other stuff.
I wish the best for the Nikonians community for next years. I am proud to be a
part of the great team and I’d like to thank everyone for the support and a lot
of good ideas.
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Bob Tomerlin (drjimbob)
Hello to you all. Since you’re reading this, I already know that
you’ve found the most friendly, most useful photography site on
the web, especially for those of us who cherish our Nikon gear.
First a word about my user-name. Many years ago, I tried to join
another site (I think it might have been for on-line banking) as “jimbob” since I’m named James Robert. That name was taken, so since
I have a PhD. in Plant Pathology from Kansas State, I decided to
try “drjimbob” and that was available. Not wanting to have to remember too many aliases, I used that name a few more times. You
might think that I added the “dr” because I’m a hyper-educated,
elitist snob. Not at all, the PhD. is in Agriculture and folks like us
don’t get as excited about that kind of stuff as say, Art Historians,
experts in Latin, or Astrophysicists. (and forgive me for probably
having offended between 3 and 5% of our membership!).
My first photographic efforts were with my father’s Rollei twin lens
reflex camera. I occasionally obtained a good shot, which was a
miracle considering the viewfinder was at my waist, the image was
reversed, and I was about 10 years old. In high school I moved up to my father’s Pentax and probably contributed about 80% of
the “candids” that were published in our yearbook.
I didn’t have time for photography in college, but picked it up again upon the birth of my first son. I used his birth as an excuse to
purchase my first real camera on my own, a Minolta Srt101. I loved that camera, and most of what I learned about photographic
fundamentals were with it, because everything was manual: focus, aperture, shutter-speed, even film advance. For you young
photographers - manual/manual/manual/manual is a good way to learn the principles.
I was introduced to macro/close-up photography during graduate school, something I still enjoy. Unfortunately, photography took
a back seat to career, something that I regret to this day. But, I rediscovered photography in 1996 with the purchase of an N70.
After a couple of years, I traded that in for an N80, though a fine camera, never “felt right” in my hands. So after another couple
of years, I sold that to a fellow at PennCamera in Washington, DC, from whom I bought an F100. Ahhhhh - what a machine that
is. Like many photographers of my “vintage” I struggled about whether or not to go digital. I scanned my slides for corrections,
but wasn’t sure about using a sensor instead of film. I finally jumped in with both feet, purchasing a Fuji S2 through the “I Want
to Buy Forum” right here at Nikonians. Much to my surprise, within 6 months, I say my shooting was 95% digital to 5% film; I’d
actually expected things to be closer to 50:50.
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Bob Tomerlin (drjimbob) - continued
For several years, I’ve moderated the “Critique Forum,” the “New Members Forum,” and the “Nikon Mount Digital Cameras
Forum.” If you’re alert, you’ve probably noticed that I haven’t as many images as I used to, nor have I lately spent much time
moderating. I submitted an updated photograph to go with these words introducing myself. A look at that photo should indicate
that I’ve spent the past couple of years fighting cancer instead of improving my photographic skills.
In June of 2004, much to my surprise, I was diagnosed with Stage 4, metastasized prostate cancer. Having experienced none of the
typical symptoms, I didn’t expect cancer. At the time of diagnosis, it had already spread to my liver, lungs, lymph system, kidneys,
and skeleton (especially ribs, hips, shoulders, and hips). Because it’s Stage 4, my prognosis is basically continual chemotherapy,
changing drugs when one eventually stops working, which ALWAYS happens.
I’m still able to work from home, but commuting is really not feasible. Even short trips to the doctor wear me out. Because of that,
I’ve not been able to take many photos for a couple of years now. Even so, I still enjoy viewing excellent photographs.
I found Nikonians via a Google search on the hyperfocal distance technique. I would encourage all of you to ask questions, and to
thoughtfully consider the answers you receive. This site has some extremely competent photographers - even some famous ones
- and you can learn from them. One last bit of advice: if you ever have the opportunity to attend one of the ANPATs - TAKE IT!!
Not only will the photography be fun, you’ll meet some great people at the same time. I’ve had the opportunity to meet Bo, JRP,
Paul Fisher, Marsel VanOosten, Chris Fisher, Bob Johnson, to name a few. The ANPATS are great. Well - that’s more than a few
words, I guess, so stop reading this garbage and go practice your photography!!!!

Mike Hagen (Mike_Hagen)
I’ve been a professional photographer since 1998 and have enjoyed running workshops, writing books and running my own business for many years.
I became involved with Nikonians by asking JRP and Bo if they were interested in
beginning a workshop program. They both gave an enthusiastic “yes” and off we
went. Now, my role with the Nikonians is Director of the Nikonians Academy as
well as some other odds and ends. I enjoy working with all of you and look forward
to many exciting journeys ahead!
Best regards.
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Eric Bowles (ericbowles)
My interest in photography started early but was probably hereditary. As a 10 year
old some of my first shots were close-ups - of a toy horse made to look life-sized.
I met Nikonians in 2004 – shortly after the purchase of a D70 and have become
increasingly involved as my participation in the community grew and my skills improved. And of course, NAS happens.
My photographic interests are widely varied – landscapes, wildlife, macro, sports,
equipment and more. Everything I do is with passion, creativity and enthusiasm.
Think of it as NAS applied to life.
Professionally I am Vice President of a global real estate professional association. My background is in banking and
management consulting. I am a native of Connecticut living in Atlanta, Georgia. I have a wonderful wife who shares
my interest in photography and Nikonians.

David Goldstein (MstrBones)
I joined Nikonians in December of 2005 and quickly found a home with likeminded folks!
My background - I learned basic photography as part of my job as a policeman, some 32 years ago now. I found it quite enjoyable and bought my own
kit in 1978 and have been shooting every since.
I left police work 25 years ago, entering the tech field. My cameras have traveled quite a bit with me over the years and my brother, also an avid Nikon
shooter, is my best friend in this hobby and we get together as often as we
can.
Today, I shoot exclusively Nikon and digital. I am more than pleased with my
results and find the equipment exceeds my abilities. This is the best time possible to be in this vibrant activity, especially with sites like this!
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Conrad Obregon (Obregon)
I’m the guy who writes all the book reviews.
I’ve been a photographer for 55 years and bought my first Nikon, an F, back in
1960. I still have it, although it’s been a while since I’ve run any film through
it.
Because our archive don’t seem to go back far enough, I can’t tell you when I
first joined Nikonians, but it seems like it might have been 2001 or 2002. I can
remember that in those days there were usually only about a dozen postings
a day.
I used to be an attorney and then the treasurer of a university, but for the last
four years my main activity has been photography, especially birds and landscapes. When people ask me if I’m a professional, I say, if you mean do I earn
income, the answer is yes; --- if you mean does my photography support itself
the answer is no.

Armando Heredia (Covey22)
I joined Nikonians after looking around for a good resource to help me master
my cameras. I had taken up photography again after a long hiatus and had
settled on my first auto-focus SLR, a humble N65. I quickly found this great site
to be unique, knowledgeable, polite and very welcoming - a stark contrast to
the rough-and-tumble forums that had sprung up all over the Internet. In time,
I felt I needed to give back to the community and volunteered to become a
Moderator.
I have had many people, especially former military pilots and veterans of the
Southeast Asian theater, asking me about my username “Covey22.” It is a tribute to my father who was a Forward Air Controller (FAC) or scout pilot, and to
FACS of all nations who take on a very dangerous task in tiny, under-equipped
aircraft. I’m originally from the Philippines, but have made my home in the New
England state of Rhode Island, on the East Coast of the USA. I look forward to meeting Nikonians wherever I can.
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Albert J. Valentino (Valentino)
My interest in photography took off when I bought my D70 in early 2004
as a gift to myself for changing jobs. I took to it like a duck to water hungry
to learn and anxious to shoot. I always had a passion for art and beauty and
digital became a tool that let me explore that part of me. Now the proverbial
Jeanie is out of the bottle and there is no stopping me.
My goal whenever I pick up my camera is to find a way to make what I am
shooting look beautiful. I love to experiment with style and strive improve
each year and be better than the year before. It is a contest with myself to
develop and grow the artist in me. I have learned a lot since I joined Nikonians
and know that I still have a lot more to learn. Nikonians is just a wonderful
place to learn from each other and I am proud to be part of the team.

Ernesto Santos (esantos)
Hello from South Texas USA. I’ve been a Nikonian since November 2002. I took up
photography in my senior year in high school and took a few basic courses while
attending college at the University of Texas. I spent a little time in the old darkroom
in those days but after entering the working world my photography was soon relegated to very occasional shooting with my old Pentax.
It wasn’t until the year 2001 that I started to pick up photography seriously again.
After a few months of shopping around I finally fulfilled a life long dream - to own
a real Nikon camera. After I purchased a Nikon N80 I poked around the Internet for
information on photography in general and Nikon cameras in particular. I kept coming back to Nikonians every time I surfed around and it soon became obvious that I
had hit the mother lode for good information and a friendly atmosphere. Before long I was hooked.
Now, six years and an F5, D100, D200, and now D300 later, Nikonians is a significant part of my overall photographic
existence. I have learned so much here it is almost impossible to measure; I just hope that I can somehow give back
a little of what I have received.
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Yuri Oira (yuriboiblu)
I joined Nikonians in June. To make a long story short, I ended up
signing for a membership in 2005 to join and to be guided by senior
Nikonians’ review/technical tips with my D70 (first-digi-slr-cam) that I
still have. I received confirmation of joining Covey22 and avm247 last in
August in 2006 from Lena Bouse-McCracken to moderate Café Filipino
forum and a follow-up welcome message from Rick Walker. To the crew
and members who keep on visiting our Multilingual Café hangouts.
- Thank you so much
- Vielen dank
- Dank u zeer
- Muchas gracias
- Maraming salamat po

Martin Joergensen
Hi all fellow Nikonians, I am Martin Joergensen, host of the podcast “On location with
Martin Joergensen” and known in the forums as... Martin Joergensen. Anybody that didn’t
get the name? ;-)
I’m fairly new as a Nikon shooter as well as a Nikonian, but have been a photographer
longer than I care to admit. Let’s just say that I started out as a young teenager and that
I’m currently closing in on fifty. I used to be a film shooter, but went digital as soon as I had
the money to pay for it. First a Nikon Coolpix 750 to supplement my film SLR’s (Minolta
at that time), but later digital SLR’s and finally a Nikon D200 which I supplemented with a
D40 recently. I haven’t looked back since my Nikon change and currently shoot Nikon like
I never did anything else.
I’m a semi-pro meaning that I get paid for some of my pictures, but not enough to pay the
bills - other than the gear bills that is. The images I sell are mostly of fly fishing although a travel or landscape image
or two sometimes crosses the counter. I make my real living as a consultant and web developer specializing in Content
Management Systems for medium-large sites. I’m a location guy, and rarely (like in never) shoot in studios. 80% of
my shots are done outdoors, and preferably in nature. I do quite a lot of outdoors city shooting too - mostly because I
live in a city, namely Copenhagen. I also travel as much as I can. This is written from Florida where I’m travelling with
my family these days. Next destination will be Ireland in May. Happy Nikonianing!
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Jeff Bishop (JBish130)
It all started with a little Nikon FG back in 1983 (which finally bit the dust
this past fall after suffering 25 years of abuse). Since then the stable has
grown to a whole herd of Nikon’s and a stampede of lenses.
I tinker, so I’m one of those who knows little but still “repairs” (and often
destroys) cameras. I’ve got Nikon, Canon, Minolta, Olympus, Pentax, Zenit,
and Ricoh cameras along with a few large format and some odd-ball modified cameras.
I’ve also dabbled in the hobby of picking locks (think of them as a puzzle)
and have found time to dismantle and repair cuckoo clocks in my spare
time.
Over the last month and a half I got a Technical Class, and then General
Class Amateur Radio license. I have learned enough about electronics to
repair one transmitter and rebuild an amp section in an old microphone
(bringing the electronics up to date). Again, just enough knowledge to make myself dangerous. I’ve been spending
some time on the 20 meter band, often making contacts in Europe and all over the US.

Marsel van Oosten (Marsel)
When searching the internet for some good advice on what telezoom
to take on my first safari seven years ago, I stumbled across Nikonians.
When I got back I started sharing my (terrible) images on the forums
and got inspired by the constructive feedback. In the years that followed
photography grew from a hobby into a passion, and eventually into a full
time job. I am still grateful to Nikonians for lighting the fire.
I am now a professional nature photographer leading photo trips for
photo enthusiasts of all experience levels to exciting locations all over the
world. Between trips I am working on a large coffee table book on Africa
that should be finished by the end of this year.
I am one of the moderators of the Dutch Cafe.
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Victor Newman (vfnewman)
My involvement in photography goes back to the third grade, when I was given
a Kodak 44 Instamatic camera. (That very same camera sits within arm’s reach of
me right now).
Upon graduating college with a degree in Mechanical Engineering, I landed a job
that involved a great deal of travel. Finally having some real income, and plenty of
subject matter to photograph, I went in search of my first real camera system and
quickly settled on Nikon, and an FA as my first SLR body.
I quickly combined my enthusiasm for photography with another of my passions-auto racing. Over time this led to me becoming the staff photographer for Virginia
International Raceway, as well as becoming a photog for NASCAR Scene Magazine, and doing work for numerous race teams, manufacturers, agencies and sponsors, spot jobs for other magazines,
and, at one time or another, just about anything that has to do with taking pictures of cars or motorcycles.
I received an invitation email in 2000 to join Nikonians, and have been as active as my schedule permits since then.
I’m one of the longest-running members here. I now moderate the Sports and Panoramic photography forums.
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Take advantage of the $100 USD Early Bird rebate
By registering before May 12 for the

Master Advanced Digital Imaging Workflow
Workshop in Dallas, Texas

Everything you want to know about digital workflow, from RAW to inkjet printing, is covered in
this amazing 4-day workshop. Don’t let this opportunity pass you by!
We have workshops coming to a city near you!
Check our complete listing

New at the Nikonians PhotoProshop
Markins Q3 Emille
available in Red and Blue

These high performance professional ball heads continue the Markins tradition of superior craftsmanship.
Smaller and lighter than the Markins M20 and the
Markins M10. Ideal for monopods and light tripods,
retaining the highest load-to-weight ratio in its class.
Now available in black, red and blue - ready to support
up to 65 pounds of your gear.
Order Q3-Red (USA) Order Q3-Red (International)
Order Q-3 Blue (USA) Order Q-3 Blue (International)
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ANPAT 8 is ready to go
We wish to thank Steve Johnson (reuben) and J. Ramón Palacios (jrp) for our Annual Nikonians Photo Adventure Trip (ANPAT) images which are on this page and also featured on our Cover.
ANPAT attendees can best be characterized as some of the most experienced and well respected members
of the Nikonians community. They bring countless years of professional-level photographic experience to the
forums, and are consistently at the forefront in sharing and inspiring our newer members.
The ANPATS have become extremely popular. ANPAT 8 sold out within 27 hours of being announced. For a
look at previous ANPAT images, check our ANPAT Galleries here.
Make plans for ANPAT 8 by checking our on-line discussion.

J. Ramón Palacios
having a conversation
with Brandon Curiel
(CO1969SHARK), our
driver at ANPAT 7.
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<<<
Albert Esschendal (alberte) after a
sunrise shoot (and a bit of snow and
sleet) on Signal Mountain.

				

>>>

Peter Curatolo (pcuratolo) in deep
concentration.
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The Nikonian

We close with an Infrared Image by David W. Good (DWGimages) of Sacramento, California, USA. It serves as an appropriate
reminder that we have just recently opened the new Infrared and Ultraviolet Photography forum as part of our 8th Anniversary
commitment to meeting the requests of members with specialized shooting interests. Your host moderators are Dr. Klaus Schmitt
(kds315) of Germany and Brian Morrison (bcm75) from the Chicago area in USA. David calls his image “Shall We Gather.” It was
shot with Kodak HIE 35mm film at ISO 320 with a Nikon N80 and an AF Zoom-Nikkor 28-105 mm f/3.5-4.5D lens fitted with
a Hoya Red 25 filter. It is of a church in Nevada City, California on the first NorCal Nikonians Photo Trek in 2004. Six Nikonians
toured Highway 49 throughout Nevada and Sierra Counties during the day-long trek.
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