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Another year of Nikonians growth, more new
activities and many rewarding challenges.

A Message from the Founders

GROWTH AND STICKINESS
In 2004, registered membership grew 58%
over that of 2003. Despite some unfortunate
downtime last fall, our registered membership
maintained at the closing of 2005, 58% of
growth over a larger 2004 number. Our
members today represent more than 140
countries; but more important, “stickiness” and
other important performance variables once
more broke their own records.
At the closing of last year, 6.7 million pages
were seen per month by our registered and
unregistered visitors; this year that figure is
close to l0 million pages per month, from
a readership of highly focused marketing
targets. The number of pages read by pairs of
highly attentive eyes exceeds by more than 15
times those reading an average well-known
monthly photography magazine. As hoped for,
this has caught greater attention of shrewd
advertisers.
A very rewarding experience and a tribute
to both the richness of content, the quality
of the advice –especially when it comes
to spending hard earned money- and the
friendly atmosphere staunchly enforced by
our dedicated moderators team of over 45
photographers who take this task as seriously
as they do guiding and mentoring. This in
itself is another most pleasing reward to our
efforts. To our members, daily enriching our
knowledge base in over 60 Forums and to our
Team all, our deepest gratitude.
The mentioned stickiness level has made
our traffic to double that of December
2004. Most rewarding too, in a year where
most photography related sites stagnate or
continue to decline.

NEW SERVERS.
Fortunately we remain prepared for this traffic
growth and will migrate again into more,
faster and bigger servers in the first quarter of
2006. Detailed planning is underway to make
the transition safe, smooth and seamless, as
previously done.
WORKSHOPS AND MEETINGS
Europe. In April 2005 The First European
Wildlife Workshop was held in Helgoland,
Germany, with such success that the encore
for 2006 has already sold out. Our awardwinning European Workshop Leader, Claus
Brandt, also took time off from his busy
schedule as a pro photographer to offer the
Second European Wildlife Workshop in the
Bavarian Forest National Park; another hit.
Satisfaction was again very high and to prove
that we have their splendid images and most
gracious testimonials that make us blush.
Another rewarding experience and very likely
a prelude to more this coming spring, again in
Helgoland.
North America. In May 5 of 2005, our D70
Workshops sessions started with Nikonian
Pro Mark Hagen as Leader. The exhausting
program continued up to October 23 and it
was a raving success according to participants’
feedback. The demand exceeded supply
and territorial coverage. We are expanding
the program to include digital darkroom
techniques and more cities for 2006.
The 5th Annual Nikonians Photo Adventure
Tour (ANPAT) took place in the Blackhills
and Badlands National Park in South
Dakota. The surprising scenery, wildlife and
monuments, and the accumulated experience
of the previous ANPATs, combined with the
Continued next page
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“

We thank you all for making it possible. And, the support of your paid
membership is most appreciated.
The Founders

”

dedicated professional effort of the Tour
Leader, Chad Coppess, made –again- this the
best ANPAT ever, according to the testimonials
received. Hard to accomplish, given the
success of the previous one in the Rocky
Mountains National Park in Colorado, lead by
Rick Walker (walkerr), our Marketing Director.
Chad, as Senior Photographer of Tourism
and State Development for South Dakota,
despite his extremely busy schedule made a
wonderful job to plan for this ANPAT. To him
our gratitude. Once again, a most rewarding
experience.
Nikonians Meeting in Brussels. On
December 3, 2005 a group of 20 Nikonians
met for a day with Bo Stahlbrandt and
members of our Team, to talk shop, fondle
gear, increase NAS and get an update on the
community. Another success. We plan to have
more of these events.
NIKONIANS PHOTO PRO SHOP
In January 2004 our online store opened its
virtual doors offering top quality photography
equipment. We are now a global outlet for
Markins ball heads, Markins plates and Kirk
plates and L-brackets, replacement lenses
tripod collars, hotshoe bubble levels and other
items. Nikonians high quality merchandise is
also available, like our now famous Limited
Edition Nikonians Pro Camera Strap, by OP/
TECH. We deliver in North America from our
warehouse in the United States and to Europe
from our main office in Germany. We will
continue to work to add high quality and hard
to get photographic products to the stock
line. It takes a lot of work, but, once again,
a rewarding experience of many satisfied
Nikonians as you can see in their testimonials.
NIKONIANS PHOTO CONTEST
Chris Gray (wpgf100) is now in charge of
our Photo Contest which is drawing more
and more participants every month and
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more viewers into our galleries, fulfilling our
hope for a prestigious contest. This coming
year we will change the monthly B&W and
Color format for a bimonthly three themes
contest and Marketing has lined up a great
set of prizes for winners. We will also add an
invitational Nikonians Masters Photo Contest.
LOOKING BACK ON 2005
Once more, it was an interesting year –at
times in the Mandarin sense- nevertheless a
fun and most rewarding year, filled with the
satisfaction of making this the community we
dreamed it could be for Nikon users!
WHAT LIES AHEAD
The list of our projects is long. The Nikonians
News Blog, the podcast series “Image Doctors
Talk Radio” and “Behind the lens” -interviewing
outstanding Nikonians Masters- are now a
reality. The long sought Nikonians Insurance
Program is also now ready, as is NikoScope, our
brand new powerful search engine.
We will continue to add features,
functionalities and services; all to contribute
to make this our community stronger, wider
and bigger; an interesting and fun place to
be: Nikonians, Worldwide Home for Nikon
Photographers.
We thank you all for making it possible. And,
the support of your paid membership is most
appreciated.

Bo Stahlbrandt & J. Ramon Palacios
Nikonians Founders

Nikonian Membership Levels
Nikonians offers several levels of

membership. Of course there is the free trial
membership, but we invite you to enjoy
the fun and benefits of Silver (Gold, and
Platinum) membership. Not only do you
contribute to support the cost of keeping
Nikonians operational, but you also receive
your own space in the Member Galleries
to share your pictures. That is in addition
to posting your pictures in the forums
for helpful critique or for sharing or as a
means to illustrate a point you are making.
Depending on the membership level you
may also benefit from discounted access to
Nikonians Events and Workshops.
Please, refer to the following list for a
detailed summary of membership benefits:

Free Trial Membership

Free of charge. You can access the forums,
ask questions and help others by providing
information.

Silver Membership

We thank you at this level of membership
with:
+ Image Gallery. The members galleries are
located on the high performance Nikonians
gallery server, where you can upload and
manage your own images. 15Mbyte of space
is enough to hold e.g. 200 x 75Kbyte images
or 100 x 150Kbyte images.
+ Access to Nikonians Events and
Conventions
+ Access to Nikonians Photo Tours and
Workshops
+ Image upload in forums
+ Access to “classifieds section.”
Silver Membership is 25 US Dollars per year,
less than seven cents a day.

Gold Membership

This membership level comes among
others with more gallery space and the new
Nikonians ID card.
+ Image Gallery like in Silver Membership,
but with 50Mbyte space, equivalent to 660 x
75Kbyte images or 330 x 150 Kbyte images.
+ Access to Nikonians Events and
Conventions and 50% off on the fee
+ Access to Nikonians Photo Tours and
Workshops and up to 10% off on the price
+ The exclusive Nikonian Photographer ID
+ Access to “classifieds section.”
The Gold Membership is 75 US Dollars per
year.

Platinum Membership

The most exclusive membership level comes
with a very large gallery, free access to
Events and Conventions and other benefits:
+ Image Gallery like in Gold Membership, but
with 200Mbyte space, equivalent to 2500 x
75Kbyte images or 1250 x 150 Kbyte images.
+ Free Access to Nikonians Events and
Conventions
+ Access to Nikonians Photo Tours and
Workshops and up to 10% off on the price
+ The exclusive Nikonian Photographer ID
+ Nikonians ANPAT CD-ROM Collection
(currently 2 CD’s and soon to be 4 CD-ROMS)
+ Access to “classifieds section.”
The Platinum Membership is 200 US Dollars
per year.
To get your Silver, Gold or Platinum
Nikonians membership, or to upgrade your
current Silver membership, please visit this
link: Membership

•
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Information about us
You may find more information about us at:
http://www.nikonians.org/html/about/index.html

If you have any questions regarding this
publication, or if you want to advertise with
us, please use the online contact at:
http://www.nikonians.org/contact.html

You receive THE NIKONIAN because you
requested it. We hope you find it useful.
However, if you’d like your name to be
removed from the newsletter list, you can do
so at any time from THE NIKONIANS site at
http://www.nikonians.org

The nikonia, nikonian and nikonians
websites and THE NIKONIAN are not
associated with Nikon Corporation nor with
any of its subsidiaries or affiliates in any way.
All registered trademarks mentioned in this

Click on above Ad to visit Roberts
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newsletter are owned by their respective
corporations or individual owners. Nikonians
or its owners do not warrant the accuracy
or completeness of the information, text,
graphics, links or other items contained
within this newsletter. Nikonians or its
owners shall not be liable for any special,
indirect, incidental, or consequential
damages, including without limitation, lost
revenues or lost profits, which may result
from the use of the information held in this
newsletter.

•

The Nikonian Bookshelves
Here you will find more than 350
recommended photography related titles,
most at 30% discount; books dealing with
Nikon products as well as books on the
categorized photography issues below.
We review and expand the bookshelves
on a regular and frequent basis. Also, we
have now added photo magazines.
If you would like to see a certain book
included in our bookshelves, please send
us an e-mail. If you have the complete
Amazon URL link available for the wanted
book, please include it. Click HERE to
contact us.
You may search for any book by author,
title, or subject with the search engines at
the bottom of each page. By purchasing
these books online, from here, you help
to support the community as we get back
a few cents. Just click on the book of your
choice, one at a time.
You may of course buy any other nonbook item from any of the links to
Amazon provided in these pages and
you will also be supporting this your
community.

http://www.nikonians.org/html/
resources/bookshelves/

•

NIKONIANS HYPERFOCAL TABLE T-SHIRTS
The Latest “Photo Tool” for the Nikonian who
has everything.
Our 5.6 oz., 100% heavy pre-shrunk cotton,
white T-shirt comes printed with an accurate
hyperfocal table on the front and oriented
upside-down so the wearer can easily refer
to it.
Made with authentic Hanes® T-shirts
ensures you’ll be shooting in comfort. Makes
a great conversation piece and sure to get
a few laughs. Choose from digital or 35mm
film tables and either feet or meters. Yours
for $19.99. Now offered in YELLOW too!
Add $3.00 for 2X, 3X, or 4X.

Markins M10 Blue and Red
We also carry the Markins M10 ball heads
in blue and red color. If you want your M10
in blue or red instead of the pro black, just
say so in the comment field when you
lace your order. They are made on order
by Markins (they’re not stocked) and thus
there is a small 25 Dollars surcharge per
ball head. Shipping time is typically 3-4
weeks for these items. Learn More

BL-D70s Bracket from Kirk
The new BL-D70s from Kirk is in. It also fits
the regular D70. Learn More

PG-30 Camera Plate from Markins

Men’s sizes: Small to 4X-Large
Ladies sizes: Small to 2X-Large
Kids sizes: Small to Large
For more information and to order please
click here:
http://www.cafepress.com/nikonians/
383701
Your purchase helps support our community.

All European and Middle East
Orders Now Ship with Fedex
We have negotiated a deal with Fedex in
Europe and are now shipping all parcels
with European and Middle East destinations
through them at no additional cost. German
orders are shipped with “GLS”. We ship North
American orders with US Priority Mail
out of Virginia.

The new PG-30 plate from Markins is now
available. This generic camera plate fits
several cameras, among others the Canon
EOS 350D & Rebel XT. Learn More

System Connectors for
your OP/TECH Camera Straps
We now carry the OP/TECH USA System
Connectors. If you have several camera
bodies you can buy these system
connectors for your additional cameras
and use one and the same strap for all. We
have both the 3/8” webbed connector
that comes with the original Nikonians Pro
Strap and the pro loop connector in stock.
The system connectors can be used as a
small camera carrying handle when the
quick disconnects are latched together.
Available in sets of two. Click HERE to
learn more.

•
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North Sea & Mayan Adventures
The Fast Path to Improved Images –
A Nikonians Workshop
By Rick Walker (walker)
What’s the quickest way to improve the quality
of your images? Would you answer “a new
AF-S lens”? Perhaps a new DSLR would be
your choice. In some cases equipment can
help, but if you were to poll many of our more
successful members, you would probably get
a very different answer. The secret to their
success has been intensive photo shoots in a
great locale where they can take the time to
make great photographs. Chances are that
you know that’s the case, but it’s not always a
simple thing to do. Family trips don’t usually
work well for many types of photography.
Unless everyone is involved in making photos,
it can be a very trying experience. Most
professionally-run expeditions tend to be
prohibitively expensive; that eliminates them
as a possibility for many photographers.
Going out on your own is another option, but
it’s easy to settle into previous patterns and
make the same kind of images you’ve made in
the past. In addition, if you’re not familiar with
an area, you’re not likely to find great wildlife
or be at the right spot in the best light.
Given all that, what’s a Nikonian to do? Easy
– just sign up for one of the many photo
workshops organized by Nikonians! We’ve
been running them for several years now
and have a proven track record of success.
Because we’re a site run by volunteers, many
of whom are professional photographers, the
economics of our photo trips work in your
favor. This subtle difference can save you
hundreds of dollars, euros or pounds relative
to comparable trips. In addition, many of the
people attending the trip are photographers
you already know from the community
forums. They share your interests and values,
and chances are good they’re already friends.

What types of trips do we offer? There are
several varieties, all listed at our web site for
photo excursions, www.greaterphoto.com.
One of the most popular trips is the Annual
Nikonians Photo Adventure Trip or ANPAT
for short. ANPAT’s are held in highly scenic
locations, often national parks, and are
generally capped at 24 participants (divided
into three groups to avoid crowding). The
group spends six to seven days in one or
more locales and shoots intensively, generally
starting early and ending late. In addition,
there are a variety of social activities and
classes to improve your photographic skills.
Between the camaraderie and photographic
opportunities, ANPAT’s are a blast. You’ll come
away with friends for life as well as some great
images. Past ANPAT’s have been held in Great
Smoky Mountains National Park, Arches and
Canyonlands National Parks, Riding Mountain
National Park, Rocky Mountain National Park
and the Black Hills and Badlands in South
Dakota.
In addition to the larger ANPAT events, we
also have several smaller events in equally
enjoyable locations. As an example, Claus
Brandt is leading a trip to Bavarian Forest
National Park in Germany during October of
this year. Photographic subjects will include
a wide variety of mammals such as bears,
fox, bison, and wolves. Claus is also leading a
return trip in April to Helgoland in northern
Germany. Participants at our last Helgoland
trip returned from this wonderful North Sea
location with fantastic bird photographs
and had a great time. In both cases you’ll
have access to some of Nikon’s latest super
telephoto lenses to supplement your own.
Also scheduled for the end of May, 2006 is the
Art of Travel Workshop in “St. Croix” with Mike
Hagen. Expect to see me there as one of the
participants – I’ve just convinced myself I need
to go!
Continued next page
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For additional details and
enrollment instructions, please check
www.greaterphoto.com soon. In addition,
you’ll find special forums for these events
as they grow nearer. See you at one of our
upcoming events!

•

NIKON D70
Europe Workshops
Similar workshops to those in the USA
are being planned in France, Germany,
the Netherlands, Belgium, and the UK .
Visit www.greaterphoto.com for updated
information.

•

Nikonians Photo Workshops
After the success of our D70 Workshops
in 2005 with Mike Hagen, we decided to
repeat the series. Details can be found at the
Nikonians Workshops site.
The North America program has been
expanded as follows:
Day 1 - Photoshop for Photographers
Day 2 - Nikon Capture
Day 3 - D70 Workshop
Day 4 - i-TTL Workshop
The scheduled workshops locations are:

To learn more please visit this advertiser at
www.inkjetgoodies.com

Feb 16-19

Las Vegas, NV

Mar 2-5

Los Angeles, CA

Mar 9-12

San Francisco, CA

Apr 20-23

Houston, TX

Apr 27-30

Dallas/Fort Worth, TX

May 25-28

Ft. Lauderdale, FL

Jul 20-24

Vancouver BC, Canada

Jul 27-30

Seattle, WA

Oct 5-8

New York, NY

Oct 12-15

Philadelphia, PA

Oct 19-22

Washington, D. C.

TBA

Phoenix, AZ

TBA
Chicago, IL
Plus: May 31 - Jun 4 An “Art of Travel”
Workshop in St. Croix.

•
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Nikonians on Helgoland
A Report on the First European
Wildlife Photography Workshop
“Helgoland is the
perfect place to teach
the basic principles
and advanced
techniques of wildlife
photography”
says Claus Brandt,
workshop leader and
moderator of our
wildlife forum.
On the small offshore island of Helgoland,
the first European Wildlife Photography
Workshop took place in April, 2005. Here’s
what made this workshop so successful.
Seventy kilometers (44 miles) off the German
mainland the steep red sandstone rock with
its green landscape stands out against the
North Sea. Here you will find a unique pageant
of marine flora and fauna. Grey Seals and
Harbour Seals can easily be photographed,
and the famous “Birdrock” offers great
opportunities to capture avian nesting
behaviour.
The goal of this workshop was to learn to
take wildlife images of animals in their natural
habitat. To achieve this successfully, long lens
techniques and tripod handling were studied
and employed while being considerate and
respectful of the sensitive location being
photographed.
The Birds Rock
First photo attempts were made on the
Birds’ Rock, squally wind shaking our gear.
Participants were rather suspicious when I
tested each of their tripods for sturdiness
earlier in the conference room – now they
knew why some pods were rejected by the
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instructor as unsuitable for the mounting of
$7,000 Nikkor glass.

The Lummenfelsen, situated at the southern
side of the island, is the only habitat for
breeding seabirds in the German Bay.
The name “Lummenfelsen” – translates to
“Guillemots Rock” – and is derived from the
Guillemot, Helgolands signature bird.
Each year starting in mid-April, more than
10.000 pairs of these birds occupy their nests
at the rock, presenting an visual and acoustical
spectacle!
Special attention was given to the Northern
Gannets, the biggest and most beautiful
birds of this island. Because of their size they
require additional space for nest-building and
for approaching their nests – thus they are
usually found on the cliff edges. Their bright
white plumage is a challenge for selecting
and maintaining the correct exposure, and it
is further complicated by the ever changing
lighting conditions at this time of the year.
At the Dune
The white sand of the Helgoland Dune
offers a completely different habitat than the
red rock of the main island. While the birds
could be captured from a safe walk without
disturbing them, seals at the dune have to be
approached with care.

Although these animals are acustomed to
humans, thousands of tourists visit yearly, one
must always keep in mind that these are WILD
animals. But, nowhere else in this area can
seals be approached – and photographed- so
easily!

For a pleasing image, camera and lens have to
be positioned at the animals eyelevel – which
means “put rain trousers on, get down on your
belly or your knees, slowly approach the herd
and than remain in that position!”
It is not allowed - nor advisable - to get closer
than 30 meters (100 feet) – the so called flight
distance. The seals flee into the open sea
when they feel threatened – and it often takes
many hours for them to return that day. The
workshop attendees did a great job adhering
to the rules – with some crawling to places
completely out of view for the animals….
Digital!
All workshop participants worked with
digital bodies, ranging from the D70 to the
D2x. This enabled us to judge the shots of the
day immediately. In positive image critique
sessions, both technical aspects such as
exposure and sharpness, and creative aspects
like image composition and presentation,
were addressed.
The skill level of every participant increased
significantly during the workshop – so much
so that at the last critique session I already had
to be pretty nitpicky about the most minor
details that could have improved the images.

The Gear
With the friendly support of Nikon
Professional Service Germany and Bogen
Imaging Germany, we had the chance to test
pro equipment on location. Super-teles like
AF-S 2.8/300mm VR, AF-S 4.0/200-400mm VR
and AF-S 4.0/500mm were at our disposal, as
were the pro-series bodies D2h and D2x.
With bodies and lenses mounted on Gitzo
carbons 1348, 1325 and 1525 with appropriate
heads, everybody was very happy – at least up
until the day the gear was returned!
Conclusion
The workshop was a splendid success. We
learned, laughed and of course photographed
very much. It proved that the virtual world of
our internet community prepares the perfect
groundwork for the real world adventures of
photography.
And thanks to Nikon for their superb
products, especially the wildlife dream
combo D2x + AF-S 4/200-400 VR, helped us
concentrate on the essentials: the perfect
image!
I’d also like to thank the “Helgo-Gang” for the
great company they provided!
See you in the field – CB
See participants reviews on next page
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Nikonians on Helgoland
Three participants comment
about the 2005 workshop:

“I came to Helgoland as a nervous beginner,
who couldn’t find a single wildlife shot in my
files for the exhibition. Thanks to Claus and
Viola, the lessons we got, the preparations
they made, the equipment (camera’s, tripods,
TC’s, etc.) they took, the stimulance from them
and the other members of the group, I’ve got
now my own gallery on the Nikonians site!!!!
And even more important, they made me
addicted to shooting wildlife. Thank you all for
a great trip.”
Ferd Waarnars, The Netherlands
“In my opinion the workshop was just great.
Everything was well organized and shooting
locations were optimal for all skill levels. You
gave us good advice about handling big
lenses which aren’t that common for regular
shooters. Image critique was a very nice thing,
there really isn’t any better way to learn than
that. I had a wonderful time.”

Janne Haemaelaeinen, Finland
“Helgoland was far more than a Nikonian
Photo Op. The individual tutoring that was
given not only to me but to all the participants
became the most important part of the
workshop. In addition to the individual
tutoring there were several classroom type
learning opportunities. The manner in which
the “critiquing” was done on a daily basis,
became quite evident as the workshop
progressed. You could see daily improvements
in the images that were captured by all the
participants. So much so that during the last
critique Claus was having to be very picky.
The format of this workshop and its contents
was exceptional. The associated resources,
accommodations, meals, services were
second to none. I would recommend this
type of workshop to any Nikonian, no matter
what skill level they thought they had. There
were learning opportunities for everyone.
Thank you to Claus and Viola and thank you
Nikonians for giving me the ability to develop
my photography skills in a most professional
workshop, filled with knowledge, humour,
friendship and fantastic photographic
opportunities.”

The Next Helgoland workshop (April, 2006)
is sold out. Pre-register your interest in the
2007 workshop by contacting us here.

For more details please visit
www.greaterphoto.com

Above: Viola hits the beach for an eye-level shot.
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LONDON, UK
“Diane Arbus Revelations”
The first international museum retrospective
of the works of Diane Arbus in more than
30 years, featuring the most complete
presentation of her work ever assembled.
Ends 15-Jan-2006
Victoria and Albert Museum
Cromwell Road
London SW7 2RL, U.K.
Info at www.vam.ac.uk
WASHINGTON, DC
“Through Our Readers’ Eyes”
Exhibit of the 50 finalists from the 2005
Smithsonian Magazine Photo Contest for
amateur photographers.
Ends 3-Jan-06
American History Museum
Washington, DC
Info at www.si.edu/visit/whatsnew/
NMAH.ASP
“Nicholas Nixon:The Brown Sisters”
One of the most compelling investigations
of portraiture and time in contemporary
photography.
Ends 20-Feb-06
Wets Building. National Gallery of Art
Washington, DC
Info at www.nga.gov
FLORIDA
“Seeing the Unseen: The Photographs of
Harold E. Edgerton”
Iconic photographs by Harold Edgerton,
the pioneer of stroboscopic stop-action
photography, that captured a fascinating
world imperceptible to the human eye.
Ends 23-Dec-05
Naples Museum of Art, The Phil Galleries
5833 Pelican Bay Boulevard
Naples, Florida
Info at www.thephil.org

MASSACHUSETTS
“Ansel Adams”
Rarely exhibited photographs from the 1920’s
through the ‘70’s side-by-side with the iconic
images that made Adams famous.
Ends 31-Dec-05
Museum of Fine Arts
Boston, Massachusetts
Info at www.mfa.org

The Official Nikonians Webring
We have set up a Nikonians Webring for all
of you with your own photo website. Increase
your traffic and get reviewed by the Nikonians
Team. Soon, the Nikonians Webring Website of
the Month will be featured on our homepage.
http://www.nikonians.org/ringlink/index.html

We only accept personal websites owned by
Nikonians, that is, you must be a member of
the Nikonians community prior to registering
your site in the webring and we do not accept
commercial listings.

•

Advertise With Us!
The Nikonians community consists of over
35,000 passionate Nikon® photographers,
seeking equipment and accessories advice:
Over 90% of our members told us that they
purchased camera equipment after visiting
our site.
Advertise with us: Newsletters, eZine, banners
and more. We will help you with your focused
campaign. We are always eager to review
photographic related equipment and software.
Interested manufacturers please contact us at
http://www.nikonians.org/contact.html.
Nikonians will be present at the PMA Show in
Orlando, Florida in February, 2006. We hope to
meet you there.
http://www.pmai.org/xpma2006/default.asp

•
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First massive iceberg we encountered. We were mighty impressed. Nikon D70, Sigma 15mm fisheye.
1/8000 sec f/2.8. Picture de-fisheyed using Panorama tools.
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The image was de-fisheyed in
panorama tools. After resizing the
image I usually sharpen it up using
unsharp mask with extremely
small radius (0.2 pixels) and 100
- 500% amount depending on the
original. 0 threshold. This yields
a sharp image without looking
over-sharpened and over-worked.
I usually clear off some sensor dust
etc. as a final step using the clone
stamp. I always work with 16 bit
raw images and as late as possibly
I convert to 8 bit. However, some
images here were shot as JPEG by
mistake. Nikon D70, Sigma 15mm
fisheye. 1/400 sec f/14.

A Greenland adventure, captured with a D-70
Words and pictures by Björn Olin

One picture of a series I was taking while the kayak
was gliding by a smaller ice formation. I really liked
the different colours of ice and the transparency
uplit by the sun. I think this picture preserved all
that. Tough exposure for the camera but it managed
it well (I used the P program here). The sensor had
some slight overflow in the sun that I had to repair
in Photoshop. Other than that it is not modified. The
star-shaped glitter comes naturally from the Sigma
lens. I had no weird filters. Nikon D70, Sigma 15mm
1/640 sec f/13.

Per complained that while he caught some
serious codfish, one after the other, I was
passive with my camera. But suddenly when
he caught this “freak” fish I was all over it.
Bottom line: This image does not represent
Per’s serious fishing skills very well but the fish
is very photogenic. Nikon D70, Sigma 15mm.
1/30 sec f/8. This image was slightly but not
fully bent back in Panorama Tools.

This is what you see if you put your head
inside an iceberg. An amazing world
inside an amazing world. It needed to be
documented. Nikon D70, Sigma 15mm
1/100 sec f/22.

Massive icebergs got stuck in an iceberg traffic
jam in Kangia Fjord. Nikon D70, AF Micro Nikkor
105mm. 1/60 sec, f/4.

See Björn’s full article on page 16.
Continued next page
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Right: The drifting ice was effectively preventing
us from paddling more. Nikon D70, AF Micro
Nikkor 105mm. 1/250 sec, f/22.

Below: Here the clouds somewhat match the ice.
Nothing I thought of at the shooting moment
though. I got very impressed by the very calm
waters we had and I was intrigued by how the
ice conditions slowly but surely changed as we
approached the glacier Equi (seen to the right).
Nikon D70, Sigma 15mm fisheye. 1/2000 sec f/5.
Note that since the horizon is crossing through
the exact middle of the picture, the fisheye effect
is not that visible. This image has not been defisheyed.
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“

We realized that reality far surpassed our wildest imaginations. Not only did majestic
icebergs drift by, but entire ice-Alps of fantastic shapes and sizes passed in front of us.

”

Björn Olin

Some fish remains left for
drying. Nikon D70, Sigma
15mm fisheye. 1/250 sec
f/18..
Equipment: My camera
bag consisted of a Nikon
D70 body, 15mm f/2.8
Sigma fisheye lens, Nikkor
AF Micro 105mm f/2.8 and
2 x 1 GB SanDisk Extreme II
compact flash. I used Kodak
photo cleaning papers with
B&D Alcohol Swabs for lens
cleaning. The actual bag
was a Lowepro Nova 1 AW.

Above: Climbing the rocks
next to the Equi glacier.
Everything was enormous
and this image surely fails to
show it. Without embedding
a good reference in the
image it is hard to convince
people this ice sheet is at
least bigger than 10 football
fields, or maybe even bigger
than Texas for that matter.
Nikon D70, Sigma 15mm
fisheye, 1/2000 sec f/6.3.

See Björn’s full article on page 18.
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“

We were very small in this drama. What looked like a few grains of snow breaking
off an iceberg nearby created loud thunder followed by massive freak waves.
Björn Olin

A Greenland Adventure

”

by Björn Olin (essingen) Translation by Brad Hunter
I spent seven long years of my life commuting
between Sweden and America. I frequently
passed through Copenhagen, and during
one layover at this ultra-modern airport, I
spotted an old, haggard jet on a deserted
patch of runway, far away from the glamour
and comfort of my terminal. It was the Air
Greenland flagship.
At this moment, the idea of a Greenland trip
was born.
I began to daydream that instead of sitting
alongside angry Swedish businessmen on the
wrong side of the curtain in an SAS breadbox,
I was instead on my way to serious adventure
in the cargo hold of the Air Greenland plane.
I’d be seated alongside crates full of whale
blubber, being served vodka by Inuit cabin
crew dressed in sealskin jackets.
By 2004, I had put in enough miles on SAS to
earn a trip from Copenhagen to Kangerlussaq,
Greenland for myself and a companion. I
called my friend Per Ringsäter and offered him
a free trip to Greenland - with just one catch:
he would be responsible for the trip from
Stockholm to Copenhagen. He accepted and
Greenland was officially on.
Our adventure began on the 18th of August
when I met a terribly sick Per at Stockholm
Central Station. We had overnight seats on the
train, which would have been uncomfortable
enough even if Per had not been ill. Arriving
poorly rested and out of sorts in Copenhagen
the next morning, we were somehow
disappointed to find a large, modern jet
waiting to take us to Greenland. No whale
steaks, just chicken or pasta on this flight.
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We arrived uneventfully in Rödebay (a village
with about 40 people and 80 sled dogs) and
hired two thermoplastic kayaks. Being kayak
snobs, used to carbon fiber competition
kayaks, we were not overly thrilled – these
kayaks reminded us of gas station rentals. But
we kept our complaints to ourselves and set
out. Meanwhile, Per’s condition had worsened,
but luckily he felt well enough to set out into
Disco Bay without delay.
At this point we realized that reality far
surpassed our wildest imaginations. Not only
did majestic icebergs drift by, but entire iceAlps of fantastic shapes and sizes passed in
front of us. We had definitely ended up in one
of the world’s most spectacular places. For
three days we paddled northbound in this
eden, zigzagging between fantastic natural
artwork.
Per’s sickness continued unabated and soon
we were both very sick, but the landscape
compensated for our bad condition. We
weren’t going to let poor health stop us.

Both of us were very sick and we took shelter
at the Arveprinsens Ejland. Our neighbor was a
massive iceberg (background). Nikon D70 and
Nikkor AF Micro 105mm. 1/40 sec f/11.
Continued next page

“

Overnight our sunshine vacation was transformed into a cold hell.
The sun disappeared from the sky.

We survived mostly on codfish that we
caught. We had also brought oats, coffee,
pasta, mashed potatoes, liquor and spices to
supplement the fish. At first we had lots of
extras with our meals. The oat porridge was
filled with exotic nuts, plums and spices. But
as time passed, we ran out of luxury items and
the meals got simpler. After nearly a week we
only ate fried codfish and boiled oats.
The Greenland inland ice is so gigantic that
it affects the whole climate of the planet.
Above the ice sheet there is constant high
pressure and along the coast warm air with
lower density traps the cold air from the sea
creating completely calm days when the sea
becomes as level as a mirror. This and sun
every day made our trip very comfortable,
with problems we would never have expected
--sunburns and heat strokes. We had prepared
for a cold and harsh environment, but got
quite the opposite. In this weather, the
icebergs were suffering, twisting and turning.
We were very small in this drama. What looked
like a few grains of snow breaking off an
iceberg nearby created loud thunder followed
by massive freak waves.

”

Björn Olin

the ice-sheet with binoculars and suddenly... a
kayaker surfaced, heading right towards us.
The frenchman, Xavier, who had paddled for
2 1/2 months all the way from Uppernavik
down to Equi, embarked. Happily, he satisfied
our giant stereotype of French people by
immediately rolling out a baguette from a
red, white and bleu piece of fabric. He pointed
alarmingly to his barometer and said “The
pressure is zinking..” Soon after he left the
cape, heading southbound.
Overnight our sunshine vacation was
transformed into a cold hell. The sun
disappeared from the sky. Clouds, with and
without disc shapes, filled the sky. The winds
increased in strength and the mercury fell to
the bottom of the thermometer. The boundary
was exact: from great weather everyday to
really bad weather at all times. The amount of
drifting ice increased. We realized soon that
the Northern Wind had arrived and summer
was definitely over. Wet, sick, and demoralized,
we followed Per’s philosophy: we drank all the
remaining liquor and slept the rest of the day.
We decided to go back to Rödebay.

We were warned about disc-shaped clouds
in the sky. It was, according to legend, a piece
of the atmosphere that collapses in this giant
high pressure zone before falling towards the
earth’s surface, generating winds up to 250
km/h. This phenomenon would only last 15
minutes, but we reasoned it would be more
than sufficient to erase us from the water
surface. After hearing about this phenomenon,
I thought I saw disc-clouds everywhere and
was constantly worried.
After four days of paddling, we reached the
Equi glacier. The final day wore us down as we
had to force our way through a compact sheet
of ice debris that became denser as we got
closer to the glacier. On this day we had lunch
on a rocky cape. As Per was fishing I searched

Per enjoying his fine serving of oat porridge.
Nikon D70, Sigma 15mm fisheye. 1/80 sec, f/2.8.
Continued next page
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Greenland Adventure, continued
The next two days were hard going. We
woke up at 5 in the morning to avoid the
worst winds, paddled three long legs and
took shelter. At this point we had quit fishing.
We lived solely on oat porridge and coffee.
Luckily, we still had some sugar.
For the first time we showed great
professionalism. The stops were fast, the
“food” was prepared quickly. We developed a
good routine, dividing up the work without
complaining. Changing out of our clothes
and back into zero degree wet paddling suits
was now putting a dent in our souls. We were
already frozen before we changed.
We arrived back
to civilization. The
Northern Wind
eliminated all
paddling activity.
We were stranded
in a barracks in the
sorry transit village
of Ilulissat. Per was
heavily medicated
and slept for 16
hours in a row and
when he was awake he was not able to
maintain a dialogue. I had a miserable time in
the only village bar. We wanted to go home.
I bought a 400-page schoolbook about the
ecology of Greenland and began reading
while Per slept, oblivious of any attempts to
communicate with him. I read for days.
In my exciting textbook I discovered that
the collapsing atmosphere was more than
just a legend. Indeed, there are two variants
that occur regularly: Neqqjaaq and Piteraq.
The latter occurs when the high pressure
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inland gets punctured and cold air rushes out
through valleys to the coast. The strongest
Piteraq was registered the 6th of February 1970.
Winds of 162 mph were measured before the
wind station got blown away. It was estimated
that the winds exceeded 185 mph at this
moment.
The trip can be summarized as fantastic. We
are very happy we had the opportunity to
see this exciting part of the world. But during
the trip we decided on the foundation for
next adventure. It will definitely take place on
as we had to force our
southern latitudes.
way through a compact sheet of ice debris that

•

About Hoodman: If you own a digital camera or
camcorder and can’t see your LCD screen outside, an
LCD hood from Hoodman can help. Glare fighting
hoods for digital camera LCD screens provide camera
operators with glare free viewing for improved
outdoor photography. Additional digital camera
accessories include “Hoodwipes”- super safe LCD
screen cleaning kits, and the new PowerGrips line.
www.hoodmanusa.com

Nikonians Team Profiles
Brian Tilley (briantilley)
Hi, everyone. It’s not often we
get a chance to write about
ourselves, so I’m viewing this
as both a challenge and an
opportunity…
As anyone who has seen my
Nikonians signature line will
realise, I was born in Wales (that’s the small
country to the left of England…) and am very
proud to be Welsh. Especially when our Rugby
team plays like it did last season! I am 51 years
of age, and have spent the last 30 of those
away from the land of my fathers, living near
Manchester in England. I’ve been married
for 27 years to Yvonne, who may not have
realised how much my photographic hobby
was destined to cost us, but quickly decided
“if you can’t beat him, join him”, and now has
a D70 of her own. We have no children, but
are currently sharing our home with a small 7year-old Jack Russell Terrier called Jake.
My day job was as an IT Project Manager
in the finance industry. I say “was” because
I was lucky enough to be able to take early
retirement in 2003, so now I have much more
time to devote to my hobbies. Apart from the
obvious love of cameras, these include Tenpin
Bowling (playing), Cricket and Rugby (just
watching, these days), and the appreciation
of single malt Scotch Whisky, British Real
Ale, and Wines from Italy and the Southern
Hemisphere (Australia, New Zealand, South
Africa, Chile…)!
With photographers on both sides of
my family, I suppose it’s fair to say that
photography is in my blood! I started in
around 1960, with an Ilford 127 roll film
camera. I well remember making a filter out
of a bottle screw cap and a piece of yellow
gelatine, which obviously I thought was the

bee’s knees! Everything was black & white in
those days, and I learnt darkroom techniques
on my father’s Durst enlarger. I progressed
to my first SLR in the early 1970’s (whisper it
quietly; it was a Minolta SR-T101) with colour
transparencies, and I have not looked back.
I stuck with Minolta through the introduction
of such new-fangled inventions as Program
Metering, Autowind, DX (the film bar-coding,
not the digital sensor size), Autofocus, and
so forth, but I had always looked longingly
at the Nikon F line. About 3 years ago, after
a particularly good annual bonus at work, it
was time to make the switch. So now I shoot
with a pair of F100’s, an SB-80DX, and a round
dozen prime and zoom Nikkors ranging from
18mm up to 300mm, topped and tailed by
Sigma EX 12-24mm and 500mm lenses. My
Nikkors include the fantastic AF-S VR 70200mm f/2.8G, and the rather under-rated
AF Micro 70-180mm f/4.5-5.6D. All this is
supported on a Manfrotto 055 tripod and
Arca-Swiss B1 head, with a Wimberley Sidekick
when necessary.I’m still using film, but
“playing” with Yvonne’s D70 and Photoshop
Elements has convinced me that another
switch, to digital capture, is not that far away
for me. Perhaps the rumoured “D200” (which
might even be announced by the time you
read this) will be the catalyst…
Over the years, I have specialised in aviation
photography, but now that I have more time
I’m getting more into travel and landscape,
a bit of wildlife and nature, and some macro
work. I’m still just doing this for fun, but I have
also started to take on some publicity shoots
for local theatre groups, and have just carried
out my first paying assignment! Hopefully I
will be able to take on other commissions in
time.
Continued next page
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My first love (sorry, Yvonne) is still aircraft,
though. One of my inspirations has been the
truly amazing air-to-air warbird shots of New
Yorker Phil Makanna – another Nikon user. I’d
love to be half as skilled as Phil! Of my images,
a favourite is the one shown here, a VickersSupermarine Spitfire Mk. XIV, caught at the
moment of “contact”.

It was taken at the Duxford D-Day
Anniversary air display in 2004; I like it not
because it’s a great shot technically, but
because it could have been taken 60 years
ago, and to me it evokes something of the feel
of that era.
One of the great things about switching to
Nikon was discovering Nikonians. I’ve been a
member for nearly 3 years, during which time
the community has grown at an amazing rate.
I received such a great welcome, and got so
much help in understanding and getting the
best out of my new equipment, that I resolved
to get more involved and give something
back. Retirement gave me the opportunity,
and I’ve been part of the Team for a year now.
I really enjoy the time I spend at our site. It’s a
privilege to be a part of this huge, worldwide
family; long may it continue!
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Brian is Moderator of the following Forums:
Nikkors, 3rd Party Lenses, D1/D2 Users,
D200 Users, Bags, Backpacks and Cases,
Filters and Lens Accessories,
& Other Camera Systems and Formats

•

Carolyn Patin-Jones (Cpatinjone)
I’m Carolyn Patin-Jones, a
Cajun from Lafayette, Louisiana
living in Butte La Rose,
Louisiana for the last 10 years.
I turn 50 years old September
14, 2005. September 18, 2005, I
will be married to David Jones,
a South Texan from Ingleside, Texas for 10
wonderful years. He thinks so too.
I have two stepsons, Ryan & Adam. Adam
lives in Louisiana and Ryan attends Texas
A&M in Byron / College Station, Texas. Ryan is
working on his doctorate in Chemistry. I have
two beautiful granddaughters, KayLee and
KaitLyn, 5 and 2 yrs old respectively.
My favorite camera gear is my N80 with the
28-105 lens attached.
My Favorite type of photography is Candid.
My favorite subject are my granddaughters.
I have loved photography since my
childhood. Always owned a point & shoot
until about 3 years ago when I decided
to purchase a SLR camera. After months
of research, I knew I could do no wrong
purchasing a Nikon SLR. I have never
regretted my decision. I have taken a few
photography classes and have read many
books on photography. I am on a wonderful
journey of learning photography, especially
since finding nikonian.org.
I joined nikonian.org for several reasons.
Some of the reasons were the etiquette and
willingness of the members to help me with
Continued next page

my questions, the family-like atmosphere,
wealth of knowledge in one place for one
brand of camera.
Carolyn is Moderator of the following Forums:
Amongst Nikonians, Nikonians Ladies,
F80/N80 Users Group, Family & Pets Photos,
& Landscape Photography

•

Cory Bamburg (_Bam_)
That’s me and my beautiful
wife Teresa Anne. I’m a native
of Ruston, Louisiana. I grew
up in the outskirts of small
rural towns residing in the
countryside most of my life.
I’ve had a fascination with
photography for as long as
I can remember. Looking
at photographs was my way of traveling the
world without ever having to take a step.
Later in my schooling I attended fine arts
courses that touched on photography. Fueling
my interests, I began to read and study the
works of famous photographers on my own.
I wanted to fully grasp this intriguing world
of photography before actually trying it with
my own hand, often reading for hours on end.
What I came to realize was photography wasn’t
something I could learn overnight, it was going
to take years even decades before the concept
and the applications would all come together.
Years later I decided it was time to venture
out and purchase my own equipment. I
exhaustively researched which brand of camera
best suited my needs, and found my place in
the world was with Nikon. Once decided on the
brand, I started looking at prices and quickly
realized it would not be cheap if I wanted to
fully engulf myself in photography. A young
man still in high school I worked summer jobs
saving enough money to purchase my own
gear.

In the mid 90’s I graduated from high school
and enlisted in the US Air Force. I volunteered
for one of the most demanding and
dangerous jobs, Explosive Ordnance Disposal
(EOD). Working for the military bomb squad
I knew I would travel the world and see sites
most could only dream of. Taking photographs
of my journeys and travels would afford me
the opportunity to learn a variety of styles
across vast regions of the globe. With a now
steady income the time to purchase my own
equipment was a reality.
I purchased my first camera, a Nikon N90s
with a 50mm f/1.4 prime lens. I began
photographing simple items with black
and white film learning how light played a
vital roll in photography. I studied textures,
lines and shapes. As my knowledge grew
I experimented with color film and slide
film. My photographs were improving at an
alarming rate, and people were starting to
recognize my work. In early 2000 I purchased
a second body a Nikon F5. Now armed with
two cameras and a hand full of lenses, I
traveled the globe with my military career
taking photographs any chance I got. Honing
my skills in abstract, street, and portrait
photography, were my true passions still lie
today.

Continued next page
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In 2003 I said goodbye to the N90s and
purchased my first digital camera a Nikon
D100 and instantly fell in love. The pace of my
personal studies quickened as I could now
have instant feedback on my own techniques.
I read countless books, articles, and websites
pertaining to photography. Later I would
practice what I learned over and over until
I felt confident in my abilities and could see
the results I yearned for. In July of 2003 I was
fortunate enough to find this community.
My photographs and my perspectives would
quickly become known around the forums.
Offering my insight and critiques to fellow
Nikonians, while at the same time soaking up
every ounce of information I could find. My
techniques and skills sharpened quickly. I was
now comfortable with my place in the world
of photography.
Later that year I met a fascinating woman by
the name of Teresa, now my beloved wife you
see pictured beside me. Our relationship had
just blossomed when I was called up for duty
to Iraq. I reluctantly had to say goodbye to
Nikonians for the time being. While deployed
I reflected on my work and where I wanted
to be as a photographer. Upon my return, I
asked Teresa to share her life with me and we
married the summer of 2004. As we became
more and more familiar with one another, we
found we shared a passion for photography. I
introduced my wife to Nikon and she instantly
fell in love.
Nearly a year later with another deployment
behind me, I have found my way back to
Nikonians where I belong. I started where I
left off, my wife now by my side sharing her
ideas and photos with the community as well.
Though a great deal of time passed since my
absence, I was welcomed back with open arms
and felt as though I’d never left.

24

We recently decided to say goodbye to the
F5 and purchased the D2X. Happy in our
decisions and paths chosen, we currently
share our lives and our photography with the
rest of the world. Photography is a passion
that never tires nor grows old for me. At a
young 28 years of age, I look forward to many
decades of sharing my perspectives and my
photographs with all of you. I am grateful to
be a part of this wonderful community and
proud to call myself a Nikonian.
Cory is Moderator of the following Forums:
Image Sharing, A Picture I Took,
Nikon Based Hybrid Digital Cameras,
Stage, Clubs, Concerts and Nightlife
Photography & Filters and Lens Accessories
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To learn more please visit this advertiser at
www.lensbabies.com

THE NIKON D200 IS FINALLY HERE!

The long awaited Nikon D200 DSLR is just
hitting the shelves of stores around the
world. Based upon its specifications and the
anticipated demand, it is sure to be in short
supply for some time to come. As a direct reply
to the wish list of many Nikonians who have
long waited to upgrade heir faithful D100
bodies, and to supply those loving the D2X
concept but looking for something just a little
more affordable, this is their answer.
This new body has an enhanced weathersealed strong body with a lightweight
magnesium alloy chassis, a 10.2 Mpixel
“resolution” DX format CCD sensor and mirror

lock-up. For metering, a 3D Color Matrix
Metering II module, continuous shooting
up to 5 frames per second and a high speed
memory buffer that can hold up to 22 NEF
(RAW) or 37 JPEG (FINE-LARGE) images.
And the list of goodies continues: A big and
bright viewfinder with an 11 AF areas focusing
system, a 2.5 inches LCD back panel with
brightness adjustment, USB 2.0 Hi-Speed,
1/250 seconds X-sync plus WiFi and GPS
support. Oh, and an optional battery pack with
Continued next page
vertical shutter release.
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“

A semi-pro body featuring a 10.2 megapixel DX format sensor housed
in a weather-sealed magnesium alloy chassis.

”

Nikon D200 Highlights

• 10.2 effective megapixel Nikon DX Format
CCD image sensor is 3,872 x 2,592 pixels.
• Same imaging processing engine of the D2x.
• 11-area AF system has the same number of
focus areas available as the D2 series.
• Same 3D Colour Matrix Metering II (AE) as
used in the D2x.
• New image optimization modes.
• Near instant power-up of 0.15 seconds.
• A mere 50-millisecond shutter time lag.
• Swift continuous shooting performance at 5
frames per second
What has been much celebrated so far is the
recommended retail price of about $1,700 in
the USA and £1,299 in the UK. Many retailers
have confirmed these prices by accepting preorders at that level.
With a rugged and sealed body on a
magnesium allow chassis and its full bag of
features, this could very well be “the affordable
D2x” that many Nikonians have been hoping
for. Check out our extensive D200 Preview
by clicking HERE. And don’t miss the D200
forum at Nikonians.
For detailed specifications you may want to
download them from your regional Nikon
web site. In the USA it’s www.nikonusa.com
elsewhere go to http://www.europe-nikon.com/.

Body size comparison

• Shutter speeds ranging from 1/8,000 of a
second to 30 seconds.
• Multiple exposure enables up to 10 separate
images.
• Connection to a GPS (Global Positioning
System) unit via an optional adapter.
• A large 2.5-inch LCD monitor with a 170°
viewing angle.
• A chassis crafted from magnesium alloy
• A double-bladed shutter unit tested to well
over 100,000 cycles.
• The rechargeable lithium-ion battery
delivers enough power for 1,800 images on
one charge.
• Optional Wireless Transmitter WT-3.
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Nikon Introduces Two New
Close-Up Speedlight Systems

Nikkor 18-200mm F/3.5-5.6g
IF-ED AF-S DX VR Zoom

The R1C1 and the R1 are both designed to
seamlessly fit within Nikon’s i-TTL Wireless
Creative Lighting System. Comprised of the
SU-800 Wireless Speedlight Commander, two
SB-R200 Wireless Remote Speedlights and
a host of useful accessories and mounting
adapters all neatly packaged in one complete
kit, the R1C1 offers photographers using
Nikon i-TTL capable SLRs, including the
D2x, D2hs, D2h and F6 a compelling new
way to get outstanding results with their
close-up photography. The R1 shares all
of the components of the R1C1 with the
exception of the SU-800 Wireless Speedlight
Commander. The R1 is designed to take
advantage of Nikon i-TTL digital SLR cameras
that feature a Wireless Commander built
into the camera’s on-board Speedlight
system, such as the D200, D70, D70s. For
more information please visit Nikon’s
website in your country or in the USA it’s
www.nikonusa.com elsewhere go to
http://www.europe-nikon.com/.

Nikon’s new 18-200mm Nikkor-Zoom lens,
is a compact, lightweight 11.1x zoom lens
that is ideal for high performance everyday
photography. It incorporates several advanced
features such as Extra Low Dispersion (ED)
glass, Silent Wave Motor technology (SWM)
and Enhanced Vibration Reduction (VR II).
This lens is designed exclusively for use with
Nikon DX format digital SLR cameras. The lens
produces a picture angle equivalent to that of
a 27-300mm lens mounted on a 35mm format
body.For more information please visit Nikon’s
website in your country or in theUSA it’s
www.nikonusa.com elsewhere go to
http://www.europe-nikon.com/.

•

Are you a card-carrying member?

•

Be sure and check out the latest
Nikonians & Nikon news with frequent
updates from the imaging and photo
industry with a Nikonian touch. With
over 40,000 visitors per day and a
team of over 40 photographer/news
gatherers you’re sure to be kept well
informed. http://blog.nikonians.org/

Click HERE or on
Membership Card >>
to find our more.
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The Disappearing (Camouflaged) Nikonian

Or, “How to make you and your Nikon invisible to your subjects.”
By Noel Holland (Noel Holland)

Noel Holland has been taking photographs
since he was twelve years old. Originally using
Pentax for 35mm and Mamiya for medium
format, he made the move to Nikon and full
digital at the same time with the purchase of a
D70. Now a confirmed D2X owner he dabbles in
pretty much every form of photography he can
find the time to experiment with. Brought up in
the western highlands of Scotland and having
served 3 years in the infantry Noel has a natural
leaning towards being outdoors in the wilds and
crawling through the heather to get closer to his
photographic prey.
This is a discussion on field camouflage and a
review by Noel of products by Wildlife Watching
Supplies, Devon, UK.
It’s big, it’s black and it attracks attention
from man and beast alike. It’s a Nikon D2X
with telephoto lens mounted on a Super
Gitzo. The tripod leg-wraps shout out that
the owner is not only a Nikon user but also
a Nikonians member. “Skilfully blending into
its background” is not a trick that the D2X
is well known for and the Nikonians.org
name emblazoned in day glow orange along
the front of the tripod is about as visually
restrained as a gold lamé house brick.
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So you want to photograph some shy and
nervous animal somewhere deep in the
wilds. Say a Scottish wildcat hidden amongst
rocks in her remote fastness of the Knoydart
Peninsula or stalking a buck Chinese Water
Deer through the reed beds near Woburn.
What are your options?
Well the common option is to use a hide
or a blind. The hide has the advantage in
that it completely covers the photographer
and camera equipment. It is usually well
proofed from the elements and allows you
to watch a specific spot in relative comfort
for long periods of time. The disadvantage is
that to use a hide well with shy animals you
have to allow them time to get used to the
hide, erecting it in stages over a few days.
Once the hide is up and working you then
can only move it a short distance from your
chosen spot without alerting the animal that
something is wrong. Typically hides are used
near places the animal tends to visit regularly,
its burrow, a watering hole, territorial marking
points, etc. But if you want to follow the animal
around its territory you need to be mobile and
a hide just won’t work for you. So if you can’t
use a hide what can you do? Camouflage.

“

The Nikonians.org name emblazoned in day-glow orange along the front of the
tripod is about as visually restrained as a gold lamé house brick.

Camouflaging a human shape is fairly easy. A
camo jacket, trousers and hat will make a huge
amount of difference to your visibility. You can
go the whole hog and make a ghillie suit to
let yourself really blend in with the terrain but
that is probably more effort than you need
for most animals. Hands can be covered with
gloves and the face with a scrim veil. Don’t be
tempted to tear it up and go for camouflage
cream on the face, all that will do is make a
terrible greasy mess of your camera back.
Remember when you are taking photos your
face is hidden by the camera so you only need
to keep it covered while stalking.
Camouflaging the human scent is a more
difficult trick. Keeping your camouflage
clothes clean helps as does a good shower
with unscented soap just prior to going out
into the field. Sweat gives out a lot of scent so
careful regulation of your clothing layers to
keep an even temperature can help reduce
this risk. However the only guaranteed way
to avoid the animal scenting you is to be very
careful of your surroundings and the wind
direction. Keeping downwind of your target is
the safe bet.
One valuable trick to that can help to reduce
scent impact is to drown out your own scent
with wood smoke. Holding your clothes into a
smoky bonfire of damp leaves and twigs will
help impregnate the clothes with the smoky
smell. You won’t be very popular if you try to
wear those clothes in the house but that’s not
a problem in the field. Animals are used to the
smell of smoke and while they will poke their
heads up to sniff out where the fire might be
they will quickly settle down once they know
they are not in immediate danger of being
fried.

Camouflaging Camera Equipment
This is an area where I have spent quite a bit
of time pondering over. I wanted something
light to carry and easy to fit, something that
will disguise the camera and provide some
weather protection if it rained. Preferably it

”

Noel Holland

would be cheap but most of all it must be
something that didn’t require me to make
any modifications to my camera equipment
and can be quickly removed to return my
equipment to normal use. Covering the lens
and tripod legs with camouflage cloth tape
was right out of the question.

I searched around for a number of options
but one person’s products really stood out
for me. This particular gentleman’s name is
Kevin Keatley and he trades under the name
of Wildlife Watching Supplies. He is an active
wildlife photographer who lives near small
town nestled halfway between Exmoor
and Dartmoor National Parks in Devon.
He produces a large range of specifically
designed camouflage products for stills and
video photographers. It was to his product
range I turned to in order to solve my camera
camouflage problems. If no one minds to save
me a lot of typing, I’ll refer to Wildlife Watching
Supplies as WWS from now on.
First off let’s start with the Tripod Legs. There
are several products available for this. Cloth
tape as previously stated was immediately
rejected. The fact that my Gitzo already has the
Nikonians.org tripod pads applied meant that
most of the other solutions were not available
since they would require me to either remove
them or subject the cloth covers to possible
damage.
Continued next page
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Noel has a natural leaning towards being outdoors in the wilds and crawling
through heather to get closer to his photographic prey.
That left me with the C38 Tripod Leg Sleeves.
Although sceptical Kevin assured me that they
would both fit over the Nikonians pads and
were long enough to be used even when the
tripod was fully extended.

My first impressions of the tripod sleeves
were that they were very thin and light. They
are made from lightweight gauze rather than
the heavier cotton cloth that I had expected.
This means that as well as a lower weight,
they also pack down small and when used on
tripod with the legs un-extended they can
easily be rucked up like loose stockings.
They attached at the top and bottom of
each leg with a simple velcro fastening. The
Nikonians/Optech pads on my tripod are not
only, not an issue for the sleeves but help to
keep the top end of the sleeve from dropping
down the leg. Without the pads it may have
been much more difficult to keep the sleeves
in position. The length of the sleeves is just 4
inches (10 cms) short of covering the Gitzo
1327’s legs at full extension. However to keep
this in perspective I normally shorten my legs
by 4 inches to position the camera at the right
height for my eye level for my 6 foot 2 inch
height. So for my purposes the sleeves are
exactly the right length.
Even once the camera is camouflaged there
is still normally a chink the disguise. The base
plate and ballhead need to be covered too.
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For this area the C39 Tripod Mount Cover is
used.

This a simple cloth skirt with a drawstring at
the top and two slits at the base to allow the
bottom to flare over the tripod legs. The skirt
has plenty of room to allow a heavily gloved
hand to reach underneath and adjust the
friction knob of the ballhead as the cover was
designed to cope with a moderately sized 3
way pan head. A nice extra feature is the two
small outside pockets to hold small parts.

To cover the camera I chose the C40.5R
reversible camera cover. This cover has
camouflaged and proofed polycotton cloth on
one side and an olive green PU nylon backing
on the other. This makes it fairly well rain
proofed. The cover attached at the front with
a Velcro strap under the lens mount and then
drapes over the top of the camera body.
The rear flap is fairly large to allow you to
completely enclose the camera by folding
the flap underneath the base and fixing it in

place with a Velcro tab. Because the flap is
large it still allows you access to the camera
controls by sliding your hands in through the
sides even while the flap is closed. The normal
mode of operation would be for the flap to
be doubled up and tucked under itself above
the camera body. This encloses the camera
from the front top and sides but still allows
complete access to the rear.
To complete the set I chose the C40R Lens
Cover. WWS makes 6 different sizes with the
largest being designed to be cover a 600mm
F4 lens. If even that isn’t large enough a
quick email to WWS with the dimensions
you want to cover would surely provide you
with a quote for a custom cover. Since I only
needed to cover my 70-200mm VR with a
teleconvertor I chose the Size 2 model.

end of the lens shade, while a similar velcro
tab grips the lens mount. A third velcro tab
at the bottom allows you to close any gap
underneath the lens while the final tab
engages with a spare tab on the camera cover
to help keep both items in position. Leaving
the third tab open allows finger access to the
focus and zoom rings but to access the VR
controls you will have to undo the cover at the
rear. On WWS’s site they show the lens cover
being fitted first however I found that I got
a better fit by fitting the camera cover then
using the lens cover to grip them both tight to
the lens barrel.

Overall I really like these products. They are
easy to use with simple designs. The total
extra weight for all of the covers is only 300
grams (10.6 oz.) and at a total cost only £77.90
(US $136) so they won’t add to much weight
to your camera bag, or remove too much
weight from your wallet. If you are looking
for a similar solution you might visit Wildlife
Watching Supplies on the web by clicking
HERE.
Wildlife Watching Supplies, sells via the
internet to customers worldwide. Beyond
their headquarters at Devon, they also have
stocking dealers in Denmark, Finland, France,
Germany and Spain.

•

The construction of the lens cover is similar
to that of the camera cover. Reversible and
waterproofed it closes with a large velcro
tab right at the front of the cover to grip the

www.wildlifewatchingsupplies.co.uk.
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